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at over 250 high foot-traffic locations in
Pennsylvania from North East to Girard
to Edinboro. In addition to appearing in
print, Erie Reader adds new content dai-
ly at ErieReader.com as well social media
sites. All rights reserved. All content ©
Flagship Multimedia, Inc, 1001 State St.,
Suite 901, Erie, Pa, 16501. No part of this
publication may be reproduced without
permission. The opinions of our colum-
nists and contributors are their own and
do not always reflect that of the edito-
rial board or organization. Direct inqui-
ries to 814.314.9364 or contact@ErieRead-

er.com.

ERIE READER

November 11, 2015

Contents: November 11, 2015

Just a Thought 5
Anti-war but pro-veteran, a patriot’s dilemma.

Erie at Large 6
An Island Unto Itself

Treating Penn's Woods Like it was Disposable 6

The Clean Power Plan promises that fossil fuel fired power plants
will operate more cleanly and efficiently, but that’s not nearly
enough.

20th Century Pains of Erie Parking Need 21st Century Treatment 11
Parkers pay the price of outdated technology one quarter at a time.

Enlisting our Veterans as Active Duty Citizens 11

When it comes to veteran integration, society sees with blurred
vision.

News of the Weird 15

This issue’s focus may be making Erie weird, but let's stop short of
human parrots, shall we?

The Agora Unveiled 16

A tribute to the free exchange of ideas at the Jefferson Educational
Society

Make Erie Weird 17
Where we came from, and where are we going?

Two Local Businesses are Changing Erie’'s Reputation from Chilly
to Chiliig

The Scoville Food Institute and Beelzebub Salsa take “I'm a Pepper”
to a whole new level.

Spotlight on Erie 22
Here we are now. Entertain us.

Wake Me Up Before You Yo-Yo 30
.. at the Pennsylvania Yo-Yo Slam

Special Olympics Pennsylvania hosts Polar Plunge 32
Party at Beach 7 November 21!

Ellis Looks Back to See Forward 33
Local artist selected to screen film on immigration

CONNECT for the Community 35
Exploring Erie’s east side opportunity

Geeked Out 36

Thanksgiving board game recommendations for conflict-free family
contests.

ER Sports 38
Local “Super Fans” make it easier to face the snowy months ahead.

From the Editors

ver wonder where the whole “Keep _

Weird” phenomenon began? Many attribute

its genesis to Austin. But back in 1982, writer
Richard Boler published a satirical piece in Show-
case that encouraged readers to get up-in-arms
about the city’s greatest crisis: its rising draft beer
prices. He called on his fellow citizens to join CHUG:
the Committee to Harangue Unscrupulous Greed-
mongers, and promised those who wrote to the
paper a “Let’s Keep Erie Weird” button to wear as a
symbol of their solidarity.

To Boler’s (and Showcase’s) surprise, a handful of
readers sent in their $1.25, and the buttons then had
to be printed. “Let’s” didn't quite fit, so “Keep Erie
Weird" was born.

Several years later, “Keep Austin Weird” took off,
as Scott McGrath elucidates in this issue. And in the
early 2000s, the Erie Times-News printed new “Keep
Erie Weird” buttons, spreading the word out about
rockerie.com.

Regardless of whether Erie or Austin can claim
the original campaign for weirdness, the common
theme echoes one we explore repeatedly in the
Reader: Who are we? What is Erie’'s distinguishing
character? And how can we best celebrate and pro-
mote it to help our city thrive?

“Keep Austin Weird” began in an effort to promote
small businesses and avoid the generic-ification in-
evitable when big box stores move in.

Small businesses, it was understood, are at the
heart of a city's identity.

One perfect example of this is AcousticSheep, the
Erie-based company that produces SleepPhones
and RunPhones. Their mission, to “use local re-
sources, leverage technology, and be socially and en-
vironmentally responsible,” has extensive potential
to boost Erie’s creativity — and confidence - in the
realm of practical, ingenious innovation.

AcousticSheep, meanwhile, is no stranger to recog-
nition. But this has been one banner month. On Sat-
urday, Nov. 7, they were featured on CBS’ The Henry
Ford's Innovation Nation, hosted by Mo Rocca. And
Nov. 10 brought the announcement that Acous-
ticSheep has won Consumer Electronics Associa-
tion's Innovation Entrepreneur Award, 2015 Small
Business of the Year.

What a wonderful counter to the recent devas-
tating news that GE will lay off 1,500 Erie workers.
AcousticSheep’s “flock” is nowhere near GE's size.
But they're a refreshingly encouraging example of
the way innovative businesses can thrive in Erie.

This issue also features Scoville Food Institute and
Beelzebub's Salsa: two local businesses perfecting
the pepper; and Fairview's YoYoSam: the largest yo-
yo store in the world.

It's certainly no easier to start a small business
here. But that hasn't stopped numerous Erieites
from finding a need, creating the means to fill it, and
keeping this community’s wellbeing in their sights.

In an interview last February in the Reader, Acous-
ticSheep CEO Dr. Wei-Shin Lai told Jim Wertz, “un-
ethical businesses can't survive. It's only the ones
that give something of value to the world that are
going to make it.”

What a wonderfully weird, entirely Erie idea.
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Just a Thought

By: Katie Chriest

t. Cmdr. Edward James Broms
LJr. was a pilot in the U.S. Navy.

He went MIA on Aug.1,1968, and
in Aug, 1997, I put a stainless steel cuff
bearing his name on my left wrist. I've
worn it ever since.

I bought the bracelet from veterans
running the POW/MIA booth at the
Crawford County Fair that year. One
had known Broms, he said.

The cuff glides over the tattoo inside
my left wrist: a musical staff with the
notes of the word “wanderlust” from
Joni Mitchell's ‘Amelia.” I've had fif-
teen more years of life than Broms to
indulge my wanderlust. For all I know,
the same impulse helped draw him to
Vietnam.

On my wrist, Broms has hiked in the
Pyrenees, the Andes, and through the
volcanic terrain of the Azores. He's
walked endless desert trails and driv-
en countless blue highways. Among
grizzly men who may have witnessed
the same war he didn't survive, he’s
seen Emmylou Harris play a little fair-
ground in Ninilchik, Alaska.

Except that he hasn't. And no num-
ber of reflective moments on my part
can change the fact that I've never
had to see what he saw, and I've got-
ten to live past my twenties while he
did not.

Turns out Broms' name adorned a
lot of wrists over the years. And in
2011 - 36 years after his plane went
down in North Vietnam - his remains
were positively identified. He was
buried at Arlington National Ceme-
tery a year later.

I'm completely anti-war. Some will
say that's naive, but I say it's naive to
think that war is the path to peace; or
that it isn't more accurately a lever-
aging tool employed by the elite to
maintain their power and profits.

Nevertheless, I'm  completely
pro-veteran, though it feels hypocrit-
ical to also pay taxes to a military in-
dustrial congressional complex that
fails to properly support its veterans
upon their return home: an undoubt-
edly confounding place where things
largely operate as though nothing
bad is happening half a world away.

Now that Broms is home, I've kept
wearing his name as a reminder not
to squander this precious life. And to
try to find the courage to be, as Tho-
reau would have it, a “counter-friction
to stop the machine” that implies it's
more patriotic to fight people than to
feed them.

November 11, 2015
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NEWS & OPINION

Erie at Large
An Island Unto Itself

By: Jim Wertz

hen the Puritans arrived
at the Massachusetts Bay
Colony in 1630, their fu-

ture governor, John Winthrop, de-
clared the fledgling port “a city on
a hill.” Winthrop believed that the
eyes of the world would be upon
the colonists, who gained strength
and confidence for their work from
an other-worldly belief in predesti-
nation ordained by an omnipotent
God. That Puritan spirit became the
founding ethos of most cities that
followed.

Erie’s establishment on the shores
of Lake Erie was likely no different.
What would come of this great ship-
building port, set upon a pedestal, if
not atop a hill? Would it become the
great turnstile to the Midwest: a po-
sition of prosperity made possible
by virtue of its compact land mass
connecting the industrial behe-
moths, New York and Ohio? Or was
it destined to bask in the isolation
that attracted the French to our
peninsula in the first place?

When Gov. Wolf visited Erie for
the Jefferson Educational Society’s
Global Summit VII on Now. 1, it was
evident that Erie had become the
latter, by the Governor's own admis-
sion. To be clear, he didn't intend his
comments to be derogatory in any
way. Indeed, he came to Erie to of-
fer hope for the budget and its im-
pact on education, and a glimpse of
his vision for the political near fu-
ture. But the major takeaway from
his talk and subsequent Q&A with
C-SPAN's Steve Scully was that Erie
is an island unto itself, disconnected
from the machinations of state gov-
ernment in Harrisburg, our sister
cities within the Commonwealth,

and our big brothers to the south
and southeast. It's at the heart of
our revitalization struggles as well
as the battle for educational fund-
ing in which we are now embroiled.
“Youre disconnected,” Wolf told
the audience at Collegiate Academy.
It was the first time in a long time
that a politician spoke honestly
about our region, as it sits beyond
the Pennsylvania Wilds and above
the great valleys that hover be-
tween [-80 and the Great Lake.
Asked if high-speed rail was the
answer to what ails us, Wolf deemed
the evidence inconclusive. “But
something must be done to connect
Erie to the rest of the state,” he said.
It's not that our local represen-
tatives have done a terrible job of
culling whatever resources they
can. Even during the Corbett ad-
ministration, Erie received millions
of dollars for Bayfront develop-
ment, and rumor has it there may
be a CRIZ (City Revitalization and
Improvement Zone) around the
corner. But if the budget impasse
has taught us anything, it's that the
legislature doesn't necessarily make
decisions based on the waxing and
waning of societal best interests.
As VP of the Brookings Institution
Bruce Katz said of the federal gov-
ernment, “no one is coming to save
you." So it's time we make some
decisions for ourselves with partic-
ular interest toward our connectiv-
ity to the rest of Pennsylvania. By
air, land, or Port of Erie, the region
must connect to the outside world.
It's the capital investment that
yields the greatest return. Ask any
local company trading in a global
market.
But then again, maybe we've been
jinxed.
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Left: A view of Erie in 1920, during the
erawhen Erie was embedded in the
nation’s most prolific supply chains.

No one talks much about the Erie
Railroad War that put Erie back on
the national map after the War of
1812. It was the early 1850s and Erie
was abuzz with forced traffic from
rail passengers who had to switch
trains here because the nation, and
particularly the City of Erie, had no
standardized width between the
rails. New York had one standard;
Ohio another. The two lines met in
Erie, and the conflict created oppor-
tunity for people here who tended to
the needs of offloading passengers.
When the rail lines were standard-
ized, Erie City Council passed ordi-
nances to block development, and
the police were instructed to pull
up railroad ties that were placed
along city streets. Riots erupted as
locals dismantled the rails and dis-
rupted train traffic across the coun-
ty. Outsiders soon resented Erie for
how its people behaved in the face
of such change. Famed newspa-
per editor Horace Greeley wrote in
his New York Tribune, “Let Erie be
avoided by all travelers until grass
shall grow in her streets, and till her
pie-men in despair shall move away
to some other city.”

The city, once abuzz with activity
and viewed upon the hill, was rel-
egated to recognition only for its
Presque Isle. Nevertheless, it per-
sisted. Its industrial future was on
the horizon.

By the early 20th century, Erie was
embedded in the nation’s most pro-
lific supply chains and about to be-
come the center of manufacturing
for, ironically, America’s locomotive
exchange.

The pie-men have long since de-
parted, and the Governor has come.
He recognizes the plight and, we
hope, the promise of the region.
Our future may not be predestined
by the grace of God, but it's in our
humble, human hands. Perhaps it's
time we lay new track.

Jim Wertz can be reached
at jWertz@ErieReader.com,
and you can follow him on
Twitter @jim_wertz.

Treating Penn's
Woods Like it was
Disposable

The Clean Power Plan
promises that fossil fuel-
fired power plants will
operate more cleanly and
efficiently, but that's not
nearly enough.

By: John Vanco, Erie Art Museum Director

Last August, President Obama announced
the Clean Power Plan (CPP), establishing “the
first carbon pollution standards on existing
power plants,” according to Pa. Department
of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) fact
sheet. States have until Sept. 6, 2016 to submit
a strategic plan to lower their own emissions
in compliance with these new standards.

Soliciting public input, the Pa. DEP held 14
“listening sessions” statewide, including one
at Erie’'s Blasco Library on Oct. 29. Among
those testifying were County Executive Kathy
Dahlkemper, Benedictine Sister Pat Lupo, and
Solar Revolution President John Purvis, who
may have had the best one-liner of the night:
“My parents didn't teach me to comply. They
taught me to excel.”

Erie Art Museum Director John Vanco, who
also testified, has generously agreed to share
his remarks with us, below. In our next issue,
we'll feature the testimony of Sister Pat Lupo,
just before the UN Climate Change Confer-
ence begins in Paris.

As we face this global crisis locally, may the
words of these inspiring and visionary Erie
leaders help us all to see Penn'’s forest for the
trees.

ave you ever flown over Pennsylva-
H nia in a small plane? There used to be

direct flights from Erie to Harrisburg,
and, although it's been at least 45 years, I still
remember the first time I took one of those
flights. Our beautiful state, which looks like
just acres and acres of trees when youre
driving through it in an automobile, takes
on a distinctly different aspect when viewed
from above.

The hand of man is heavy on our landscape.
Thruways, highways, county roads, township
roads, farm lanes, subdivisions, of course.
Stone walls and abandoned foundations.

But an aerial view of the landscape looks
like a flock of incompetent graffiti artists
have attacked it. Logging roads, oil and gas
wells, waste ponds, strip mines, power lines,
pipelines, mine tailings. We have treated
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NEWS & OPINION
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Penn's Woods like it was disposable.
And in fact, we have disposed of a lot
of its natural resources, not to mention
its natural beauty.

So we live with the results. We have
some of the most amazing pollution
in the world. There’s the Hughes Bore
Hole in Cambria County, an artesian
well that has been flushing out tox-
ic metals from more than five square
miles of mines since the 1970s. It dis-
charges between 800 and 1,200 gallons
into the Little Conemaugh River every
minute of every day. That's something
like 1.5 million gallons of heavily con-
taminated water every day.

Pennsylvania is home to Little Blue
Run Lake, the largest coal ash pond
in the US. It's an artificial lake with a
bizarre blue color (now faded to gray)
about 30 miles northwest of Pitts-
burgh, right beside the Ohio River. It's
filled with 20 billion gallons of coal ash
and scrubber slurry, leaking arsenic, se-
lenium, mercury, and other metals into
the watershed.

Little Blue was actually created in

the 1970s by First Energy Corporation,
the same power company that services
Erie. First Energy told the people who
live in the nearby communities that
this would be a beautiful lake, a rec-
reational destination for swimming,
boating, and fishing; but it's more like
a chemical cesspool. First Energy has
signed a consent decree to close the
1,700 acre site. Although no ultimate
plan has been announced, it will al-
most certainly amount to sacrificing
several square miles of Pennsylvania.
Pennsylvania produces 15 million
tons of coal ash every year. It is stuffed
into 77 ponds and 28 landfills. At least
21 of the ponds and 13 of the landfills
aren't even lined — heavy metals are
leaching out of them into the sur-
rounding water tables as we speak.
Remember the coal ash disaster in
North Carolina last year? The big one,
right? Unfortunately it wasn't the big
one — it was just the third largest coal
ash spill in the U.S. There were two
that were even larger! And they will
continue to happen, including in Penn-

sylvania.

I probably don't even have to men-
tion Centralia, the Columbia County
town that sits on a coal mine fire that
has been burning since at least 1962. It
has brought everlasting fame to Penn-
sylvania, inspiring books, films, songs,
and even a video game, not to mention
all the jokes.

So, we can't continue to tear up the
earth to pull out the coal, burn it to the
detriment of the air, and dump the poi-
sonous ash into our water. But, gas and
oil are much cleaner, right? Well, no,
they're not.

Even if we ignore the looming ca-
tastrophe — the largest ever faced
by the human race — which is the
overheating of our planet caused by
the release of greenhouse gases from
burning fossil fuels. Even without con-
sidering global warming, oil and gas
drilling has left us a toxic legacy un-
matched by any other American state.

Abandoned, uncapped, and leaking
wells are everywhere. Although the
DEP list of orphaned and abandoned

CC-BY-3.0

Left: “Like a flock of incompetent graffiti
artists have attacked it.” Our beautiful
state, which looks like just acres and acres
of trees when you're driving throughitinan
automobile, takes on a distinctly different
aspect from above, as exemplified by this
view of Bellefonte, Pa.

wells totals just over 12,000, the best
estimate of the number of gas and oil
wells that have been drilled in Penn-
sylvania is 970,000. Methane, petro-
leum, and brine are leaking from tens
of thousands of wells across the Com-
monwealth. Just dealing with the ex-
isting mess is going to occupy Pennsyl-
vanians for generations.

Perhaps I should have talked about
the benefits of alternative energy, es-
pecially energy efficiency, photovolta-
ics, and wind power. Despite a lack of
public investment, despite disincen-
tives and erratic tax policies, alterna-
tives have already proven their abso-
lute worth.

We have treated Penn’s
Woods like it was
disposable. And in fact,
we have disposed of a lot
of its natural resources,
not to mention its
natural beauty.

We don't have to dig up the earth to
fuel them. They don't pump carbon di-
oxide, particulates, and heavy metals
into the air as they are used. They don't
leave tons of ash to be dealt with by fu-
ture generations.

The Clean Power Plan promises that
fossil fuel-fired power plants will op-
erate more cleanly and efficiently, but
that's not nearly enough. We have to
stop.

We have options. But if we want to
survive as a species, burning fossil fu-
els is not one of them.

Online extra: local Climate Reality
Leader Janine Fennell's piece
“Politics and the Environment:

Sixty years of climate action ... and
counting” provides historical context
of climate legislation in the U.S.
Learn more at eriereader.com.
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Loft Style Living

Located conveniently downtown!

PLACE
étar;!ng;t $685C 153 East 13th St., Suite 1200, Erie, PA 16503
n-oite ItneSS. enter www.lovellplace.com - 814.217.9250
Off-Street Parking

TAVERN & DESTAURANT

Always Casual + Always Fun!

1109 State Street » Erie, PA » 814-453-6454
www.PlymouthTavern.com _f

The end depends
‘upon the beginning.
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Erie Day School not only educates children, Toddlers through Grade 8,
but offers a challenging curriculum to cultivate the curiosity in each
student. With small class sizes, foreign languages, visual and
performing arts, athletics and learning opportunities beyond the
classroom, every child is encouraged and nurtured to do their best.

Wine & Cheese Q & A
November 18th from 5—7 p.m.

RSVP at 452-4273 to learn more about our educational community,
philosophy, programs and affordability including
sibling discounts, financial assistance and scholarships.

&) Erie Day School
Oyt

Learning today, * leading tomorrow.

814-452-4273 eriedayschool.com Follow us on Facebook and Twitter.
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earthshine company
118 Meadville St
Downtown Edinboro
8147345858

Open 7 Days a Week!

tapestries, posters, curtains, rugs

@ 1 ltem per coupon, consignment items excluded

Expires 11/25/15
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B e to Erie Arts & Culture. Frame Shop
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www.erieartsandculture.org.
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15th, 2015

Ambassador Center - Garden Atrium - 7794 Peach St. Erie, PA 16509
Noon-4pm, $10 Person
Ages 12 and under are free
Coffee, Pastries, Chocolate, & Other Beverages

ACTIVITIES

Face Painting, Raffles, Baskets, Photo Booth, & Kids Activities

tin Ce

S,

Y.
SV

All event proceeds will support St. Martin Center, Inc.’s mission
self-sufficiency goals of Erie County residents

A very special thank you to Higherglyphics

to provide for the emergency needs and long-term
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Bringing Faith, Hope and Charity to Life
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A
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Solutions o e

Gobble. Gobble.

Gobble.

Cam El-Farouki, Agent
3319 W 26th Street
Erie, PA 16506

Bus: 814-833-6663
www.teamerie.com

That's turkey talk for “Dig in.”
There's no better time to thank you for your continued business.
Happy Thanksgiving to you and your family.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

0907518.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

o StateFarm-
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Complimentary Brow Wax /

If you have never had your brows waxed at
SandCille, now is your opportunity.

$18 Value
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Add a Demi Manicure to
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Gift Certificates Available
On-Line
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20th Century Pains of Erie Parking
Need 21st Century Treatment
Parkers pay the price of outdated technology one quarter at a time.

By: Ben Speggen

rie has a lot of parking prob-
E lems.

But let’'s be clear: The in-
ability to find a parking space dif-
fers heavily from the unwilling-
ness to park a few blocks away and
walk to our point of destination.
And in Erie, were flush with park-
ing options.

Although Erie citizens may be
quick to demand more parking -
or even tolerate proposals of addi-
tions atop of what we already have
—we really don't need it.

A recent study - as reported on
by CityLab’s Eric Jaffe — found that
on average “parking was univer-
sally oversupplied, in many cases
quite significantly.” That average,
according to Rachel Weinberger
and Joshua Karlin-Resnick of Nel-
son/Nygaard Consulting Associ-
ates, amounts to 65 percent. That
is, typically more than a parking
spot and a half exists in most met-
ros for most Americans.

This reveals the parking-ob-
sessed nation we've become. Rath-
er than opt for public transporta-
tion, walk, bike, or carpool, we still
prefer to drive, often alone and
often in search of a parking spot
situated within one block of our
endpoint.

It seems our perception is lots
and spots everywhere, and nary a
place to park. Or as Jaffe puts it,
“we'e all home run hitters who've
forgotten what it's like to knock a
single - or, as a closer metaphor, to
draw a walk.”

Take, for instance, a trip from
The Brewerie at Union Station to
Lavery Brewing Company. Ample
parking exists at both locations,
and although theyre just two
blocks from each other, the pre-
ferred option seems to be to drive
the distance.

Or let's say the next stop is the U
Pick 6 Tap House on the corner of
Fourth and State streets. Driving
from The Brewerie to Tap House
takes all of five minutes (from

parking spot to parking spot, and
yes, nearby lots and street parking
both abound). Walking, on the oth-
er hand, takes seventeen minutes
—and the total distance is less than
amile.

Cases for why walking a mile in
a city is better than driving aside
(that's another column for another
day), Erie has other, more pressing
parking problems, and those prob-
lems are street-level.

If you want to park in one of
the 1,400 spaces along Erie streets
— and not get a ticket — you must
possess a small chunk of metal.

Despite the ocean
of parking spots
everywhere, there
really isn't one in
which to park -
unless you have

a quarter. Or a
token.

Which poses alarger problem than
you may think for younger gener-
ations who often opt to carry plas-
tic over a copper-nickel alloy — or
anyone who's been to other cities
and noticed you can pay at a kiosk.
Or better yet, anyone who's recent-
ly been to a city like Pittsburgh
that now allows parkers to pay by
using an app.

On Thursday, Oct. 29, Pittsburgh
Mayor Bill Peduto and the Pitts-
burgh Parking Authority unveiled
“Go Mobile PGH" — a mobile appli-
cation facilitated by Parkmobile,
LLC. In its agreement to operate
the platform, Parkmobile nets 8
cents per initial parking instance
without charging additionally
when a meter is re-upped through
the app.

Yes: Re-upped from the phone.

Those in Erie whove run the
quarter quarter-mile dash to refill

a meter only to find their wind-
shield adorned in yellow and or-
ange tickets know the pain of
defeat, as one minute means the
difference between 25 cents and
$10. Much more conveniently, “Go
Mobile PGH" alerts users when
their time is expiring and offers
the opportunity to buy more time
— without having to scramble to
however far away their meter may
be.

Forget for a moment the kiosk
debit or credit card option, and say
you fear not enough people would
use — or have the technology to
use — a mobile app. The Pew Re-
search Center recently reported
that the pockets of 68 percent of
Americans contain a smart phone.
And that number is rising.

Meanwhile, Erie isn't app-averse.
More than a twinge of irony pings
in this conversation, as Visit Erie
recently plastered stickers on the
1950s-style parking meters encour-
aging parkers to download the
“Hello, Erie” app, which provides
info on restaurants and entertain-
ment, more or less.

To his credit, City Councilman
Bob Merski has been vocal on
the street parking payment issue,
working with Erie Parking Au-
thority. But as it stands, we remain
just hopeful that we may get a test
case in the near future.

So despite the ocean of parking
spots everywhere, there really isn't
one in which to park — unless you
have a quarter. Or a token.

Erie Parking Authority’s only
alternative to quarters for paid
street parking is tokens, which do
come at a dollar discount when
you get $10-worth for $9. But those
can only be obtained at the Au-
thority's main office, located at 25
E.10th Street, housed in a concrete
fortress surrounded by parking
meters only taking quarters and
tokens.

Ben Speggen can be contacted
at bSpeggen@ErieReader.
com, and you can follow him
on Twitter @Ben Speggen.

Enlisting our
Veterans as Active
Duty Citizens

When it comes to veteran
integration, society sees
with blurred vision.

By: Jay Breneman, County
Councilman, District 4

arriors. Damaged.
Heroes. Wounded.
Courageous. Volatile.

There are two simultaneous narratives re-
garding our former military men and wom-
en to which we Americans subscribe:

Firstly, we raise our veterans upon a ped-
estal, elevating them to living-martyr status.
They sacrificed, and embody a set of values
that are essential to our national and cultur-
al identity. We figuratively salute our veter-
ans, and readily thank them for their service.

Secondly, we treat our veterans as patients.

Our veterans are

among the single-

digit percentage of the
American population
who signed up to serve
our country, yet they

are disproportionately
represented in certain
areas of significant social
concern.

As soon as they take off their uniforms, we
send them to a clinic. As soon as we strike up
a conversation with a veteran, or about vet-
erans, the first subject is usually related to
their physical or mental well-being. We hon-
or them, we memorialize them, and we seek
to help them.

But neither narrative successfully captures
the true nature or value of our veterans —
and, if anything — only serves to further
deny them true appreciation, and functional
post-military integration.

Furthermore, by focusing solely on our
veterans' past traits or accomplishments, we
miss out on recognizing the exceptional con-
tributions they make to our community long
after they take off the uniform. We develop
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the ultimate medical & technical running & walking shop

Running & Walking Shoes e Apparel ® Accessories
We actually fit you for shoes!

Renaissance Centre

R WIN FREE OFFICE SPACE FOR A YEAR!

2nd Annual Office Giveaway

Open to Veterans, Those Who Served and Their Families

Each entry will receive 5 chances to win two Corvettes!

For more details and to enter the contest visit
RenaissanceErie.com

Renaissance Centre—Where Our Success Depends on the Success of Those We Serve

Contact Melani Scott to schedule a tour.
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NEWS & OPINION

and adhere to an incomplete picture,
one that ends the biography of our vet-
erans well before the full breadth of
their life, service, and abilities is actu-
alized.

In essence, we unknowingly limit our
veterans to an unfinished story that ne-
gates their full potential, constraining
them to the extremes of sainthood or
brokenness.

The greater reality is somewhere in
between: our veterans are among the
single-digit percentage of the Ameri-
can population who signed up to serve
our country, yet they are dispropor-
tionately represented in certain areas
of significant social concern.

But there is so much more to the
richness, skill sets, and sizable con-
tributions made to our communities
throughout the veteran-citizen lifes-
pan.

Veteran Impact

In 2015, a sociological examination of
civic health by the National Confer-
ence on Citizens revealed that our na-
tion’s veterans are remarkably engaged
citizens: Veterans are three times more
likely to participate in a civic or ser-
vice group and nearly twice as likely
to reach out to their elected officials.
They're sizably more likely to attend
public meetings, vote, discuss politics
with family and friends, fix problems
and provide favors in their neighbor-
hoods, donate more money to charity,
and volunteer many more hours than
their nonveteran peers.

Interestingly, veterans without a col-
lege degree are equally engaged civi-
cally as nonveteran college graduates.
When veterans earn college degrees,
their civic engagement increases fur-
ther.

This demonstrates that the nature of
service that drew these men and wom-
en to join the military, and their train-
ing, education, and experience earned
while in the military, are major assets
with a considerable impact on society.

While this creates stronger neigh-
borhoods where our veterans reside,
their economic impact is even greater.
According to 2014 estimates by the U.S.
Small Business Administration, vet-
erans are 45 percent more likely to be
self-employed than nonveterans, repre-
senting about $1 trillion in annual sales
nationally.

Their community and economic im-
pact is not going wholly unnoticed: the
U.S. Department of Agriculture, for in-

stance, is providing grants and training
to veterans who want to be first-time
farmers to help meet critical food sys-
tem needs.

With just under half of all veterans
coming from rural communities, they
are returning home and proving to be
engines of change and growth in areas
dominated by corporate agriculture
and hampered by low employment.

Correcting Society's Blurred Vision

magine for a moment that you vol-

unteered to serve your country. At
minimum, you undergo a transforma-
tion that forever changes your social
and personal identity, endure intensive
training and labor in a culturally-di-
verse, team-focused, and goal-oriented
environment, and take on critical man-
agement responsibilities before you
are old enough to drink.

Following this, you return home, or
relocate to a new community to buy
a home, go to school, start a career or
your own business, and start or raise a
family.

Yet despite all of your experience,
drive, motivation, and personal ac-
complishments, youre met by family,
friends, educators, employers, policy-
makers, and a general public who treat
you as a hero incapable of normal func-
tioning.

How can one thrive under these cir-
cumstances? Unwittingly having to
fight stereotypes or unrealistic expec-
tations, all the while trying to establish
one’s future self, seeking success in the
nonmilitary environment.

Our response and treatment towards
veterans — no matter how well-intend-
ed —isjust as detrimental to them as it
is to us. We stymie their potential, and
miss out on a chance for meaningful
engagement.

We have so much to gain from a dif-
ferent interaction — one that could
strengthen our families, our commu-
nities, and our economy — should we
focus on the amazing post-military po-
tential of these men and women.

Our attempts at engaging veterans
should not begin with a “thank you” or
a gift of some sort. They should start
with a declaration and a call to serve:

“We have an important mission for
you here at home and we need you on
our team. What can we do to get start-
ed?”

Contact Jay Breneman at
jbreneman@eriecountygov.org
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NEWS & OPINION
News of the Weird

This issue’s focus may be making Erie weird, but let’s stop
short of human parrots, shall we?

By: Chuck Shepherd

Annals of Justice

2015 decision of the

Georgia Supreme Court
has created a puzzle for
drunk driver enforcement.
In Georgia (and other states),
blood alcohol tests are "vol-
untary" (to bypass the issue
of whether drivers can be
forced, or even pressured, to
endure a test that ultimate-
ly helps to convict them),
but the Georgia court has
ruled, against custom, that
a "consenting" driver might
be "too" drunk to appreciate
the consent - in which case,
the test results would be in-
admissible in court. Equal-
ly awkwardly, prosecutors
would be forced to argue that
the drunk driver - too drunk
to handle a motor vehicle
-- was still sober enough to
give knowledgeable consent.
Atlanta's WSB-TV reported
in October that judges state-
wide are grappling with the
issue. [WSB-TV, 10-29-2015]

Recurring Themes

unerals and burials, in the

United States and else-
where, are no longer always
so staid. Most famously, one
man was, per his instruc-
tions, lowered to the ground
inside his beloved Cadillac;
dressing corpses in fanciful
outfits (such as the Green
Lantern) is not unheard of.

In October, after Mr. Jomar
Aguayo Collazo, 23, was killed
in a shootout in San Juan,
Puerto Rico, the family out-
fitted his body in his favorite
blue tracksuit and propped
him up at a table in his moth-
er's tavern ("playing" dom-
inoes and holding a drink
and a condom) -- as friends
and relatives passed by to
pay their respects. [Fox News
Latino, 10-21-2015]

helist of all-time extreme

body modifiers would
start with the late Dennis
"Stalking Cat" Avner (who
incrementally cut, chipped,
tattooed, pierced and im-
planted his body to make
himself a human feline) and
the similarly obsessive Erik
"Lizardman" Sprague, who at
one time toured with the Jim
Rose Circus. Newer to the
scene is Britain's Ted Rich-
ards, 57, working to become a
human parrot. With 110 color-
ful tattoos, 50 piercings and
a split tongue, he currently
seeks a surgeon to turn his
nose into a beak. Even with-
out the beak, though, Rich-
ard says becoming parrotlike
"is the best thing that has
happened to me." (London's
Daily Telegraph, publish-
ing astonishing photos of
Richards, asked, rhetorically,
whether we've reached "peak
plastic surgery.") [Daily Tele-
graph, 10-16-2015]

Raised Right -- or Snitch-
in-Training? In Septem-
ber, Audrey McColm, 25,
traffic-stopped in Randolph
County, Indiana, for driving
"erratic(ally)," became the
latest parent ratted out by
her child. When Mom denied
having been drinking, her
daughter, 7, blurted out, "Yes,
you have, Mom." McColm reg-
istered 0.237, had nearly hit
another officer's car head-on,
and was so hammered that
she "urged" a different officer
to "shoot her in the head." [In-
dianapolis Star, 9-18-2015]

chapter of People for the

Ethical Treatment of An-
imals undertook one of its fa-
vorite consciousness-raising
tactics in August, demanding
that Pennsylvania officials
erect a roadside grave mark-
er near Lancaster at the spot
where a tractor-trailer haul-
ing 80 pigs overturned, killing
several of them. The "terrified
animals" that suffered trau-
matic deaths should be me-
morialized by the community,
PETA said. The pigs, of course,
would have eventually found
their way to a slaughterhouse,
and it is possible that the ones
euthanized as a result of the
accident passed more peace-
fully than the "survivors."
[Lancaster Online, 8-24-2015]

n October, The Washing-
ton Post and the New York
Post separately reported re-

cent episodes of government
agencies keeping high-earn-
ing employees on the payroll
for more than a year, with no
job assignment, because the
agencies were unable to adju-
dicate their misconduct cases.
Almost 100 shelved Homeland
Security employees turned up
in a Washington Post Freedom
of Information Act request,
and one information technolo-
gy analyst warehoused by the
New York City employee pen-
sion fund said she had earned
$1.3 million over 10 years doing
absolutely no work for the
city. "I watched movies," said
Niki Murphy. "I crocheted --
right in front of (supervisors)."
[Washington Post, 10-22-2015]
[New York Post, 10-25-2015]

rivers who blindly follow

their wvehicle's satellite
navigation with disastrous
results are almost No Longer
Weird, but a truck driver's
mishap in Ashton, England, in
October still seemed worthy
of reporting - in that he was
working for a company called
Dachser Intelligent Logistics
when his tractor-trailer got
stuck in a narrow alley (direct-
ed there by the sat-nav, in vi-
olation of all common sense).
(Bonus: It was not the first
time sat-nav had misdirected a
vehicle into the same alley; the
town had even placed a formal
traffic sign at the approach to
the alley: "Do Not Follow Sat
Nav Next Left.") [Manchester
Evening News, 10-19-2015]

Updates

In October, the federal gov-
ernment finally unloaded
the two New Hampshire prop-

erties it seized in 2007 from
dentist Elaine Brown and her
husband (after a nine-month
standoff following their vow
to die rather than pay their
back taxes to the IRS). Their
100-acre "compound" became
amagnet at the time for an ar-
ray of "sovereigns" and tax-re-
sisters, who were rumored to
have booby-trapped the prop-
erty to ward off law enforce-
ment -- and the 2015 auction
only partially guaranteed that
the property was free of hid-
den explosives. (News of the
Weird's 2007 story included
Dr. Brown as one of three U.S.
dentists who, independent of
each other, had become ob-
sessed about federal taxes.
The Browns are serving 30-
year prison terms.) [WCVB-TV
(Boston), 10-22-2015]

igh school principal

George Kenney believes
he has a gift to aid students'
concentration abilities -- hyp-
notism -- and practiced it ex-
tensively at North Port High
in Sarasota, Florida, until
2011, when three of his stu-
dents died in separate inci-
dents (two by suicide). While
Kenney enjoys retirement in
North Carolina, the Saraso-
ta school board did not close
the chapter until October 2015
when it granted $200,000 set-
tlements to the families of the
three students. The lawsuits
complained of Kenney's un-
licensed "medical procedure,"
which altered the "underde-
veloped" teenage brain - but
Kenney had also pointed to
improvements in studying by
other students. [Herald-Tri-
bune, 10-6-2015]
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The Agora Unveiled

A tribute to the free exchange of ideas at the
Jefferson Educational Society

By: Bryan Toy

hough they limited human
I equality to a privileged few,
Thomas Jefferson and his con-
temporaries idealized principles such
as the right of property, religious tol-
erance, and freedom of thought that
they felt were embodied in the great
republics of the past: Greece and Rome.
You can see evidence of our young
country’s obsession with all things
classical in the architecture of our pub-
lic spaces.

So the Jefferson Educational Soci-
ety (JES) decided to follow this grand
American tradition of paying homage
to ancient Greece by commissioning
a grand painting. This painting would
cover the entire east wall of their lec-
ture hall and dominate the space with
its massive size: 30 feet long by seven
feet high. The painting was to be of the
Agora: the center of cultural, political,
and intellectual activity in many Greek
cities, most notably Athens; and an apt
representation of what the JES hopes
to be for Erie.

Who better to undertake this monu-
mental enterprise than Michael Hin-
man, who had worked in conjunction

with JES when he
painted the Perry
200 shipyard mu-
ral. You've likely ad-
mired it as you've
traveled down State
Street. Hinman has
a special affinity
for paintings that
depict classical cul-
ture, as he studied
the Renaissance
masters during
his days at Temple
University's Tyler
School of Art. One
of his favorite paint-
ings has always
been Raphael's The
School of Athens,
which happens to
be the very subject
which he and the
JES were proposing
for the painting.

Quite overwhelm-
ing to consider
reimagining one of the great monu-
mental paintings of all time, done by
the great master himself, Raphael. But
Hinman was undaunt-
ed. He states, ‘T'm not as
good a painter as Raphael,
but I have better informa-
tion than he did. Better
resources and research.”
He could also use the ex-
pertise of the Renaissance
masters to help him with
the composition and tech-
nique. His materials would
be of far superior quality
as well.

So he began ... by stretch-
ing a 290 square foot piece
of canvas over a custom
stretcher, designed with
one-of-a-kind braces so it

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Above: Painter Michael
Hinman channeling the
expertise of Renaissance
masters as he works on The
Agora, Right: Artist and
woodworker Brad Triana
assembles the frame he
conceived of and crafted
to display the piece, as JES
Executive Director Ferki
Feratilooks on.

would not warp. (To give you an idea of
the scope of this project, just moving
the painting from one room to another
takes eight people.) Then came three
coats of gesso, a rough acrylic under-
painting, each needing to be sanded to
a fine finish before the next coat. Of
course, to be historically accurate, he

The painting was to
be of the Agora: the
center of cultural,
political, and
intellectual activity
in many Greek
cities, most notably
Athens; and an apt
representation of
what the JES hopes to
be for Erie.

needed to do exhaustive research. His
preliminary sketches for the figures
are currently on display at the JES. Be-
fore he was done painting, he had put

in more than 2,000 hours and travelled
to Athens itself.

Once it came time to frame and
hang this massive painting, the JES
turned to another expert, artist and
woodworker Brad Triana. The frame
would have to be engineered to hang
separately from the painting, be light-
weight, never twist or crack, and do
justice to the space in which it was to
be hung as well as the painting. After
calling every framer, moulding com-
pany, and woodworker he could think
of, as far away as Texas, Triana decid-
ed that the job of designing and con-
structing an appropriate display could
only be done here, on site, by himself.
And before he was done, he and a
throng of helpers had applied three
coats of a special gold gilding and six
coats of primer, built a special pneu-
matic arm, bounced ideas off of artists
and makers he has worked with nearly
every day, and spent two weeks hang-
ing everything. The achievement of
these adroit craftsmen is impressive to
say the least. The final mural does jus-
tice to all that Jefferson and his ideals
of classical democracy stand for.

Bryan Toy can be contacted at bToy@
ErieReader.com, and you can follow
him on Twitter @ToyinWitcha.
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Make Erie Weird

Where we came from, and where are we going?

By: Scott McGrath

meliorism - [n.] The belief that the world
can be made better by human effort

ecently, consultant Charles Buki
Rwas hired to report to the city

his findings regarding Erie's de-
velopment plan to address, according
to the Erie Times-News, issues of “hous-
ing, transportation, land use, and eco-
nomic development.” While his words
have been reported and re-reported
several times, including in the Reader,
Buki's conclusions bear repeating for
those who may not yet be aware of
them; but also for the import they car-
ry. And leaving aside the money spent
on a consultant whose report could
have been delivered to any City Fa-
ther who took five minutes to ask any
State Street passerby the same ques-
tions Buki was asked, the consultant
has some forthright and true things
to say, most notably that “this commu-
nity hasn't had an adult conversation
about the condition of the city of Erie

in about 40 years.”

In this, he is quite correct, especially
where the aforementioned develop-
ment plan’s concerns lie. Largely, it
seems as if Erie has been more or less
coasting on the momentum of false
hope and old stories for some small
time, to the detriment of the city and
the lives of its citizens. And these con-
cerns of development — perhaps re-de-
velopment or un-development would be
more apt terms — are not faced by Erie
alone, and they are not new. “Smart De-
cline: The Road to Right-Size Cities,” an
excerpt from The Post-Carbon Reader
published on Yes! Magazine's website,
spoke at length in 2010 about the very
issues brought up in Erie's own devel-
opment plan, which have been handled
by other cities in various ways: “reor-
ganiz[ing] space; remov[ing] unneeded
infrastructure; rethink[ing] transporta-
tion, energy, and food options; encour-
agling] industrial and other heritage
tourism; and, above all, rightsiz[ing]...in
authentic, resilient ways.”

As Buki pointed out, most in the Erie
community only get as far as discuss-

ing problems without presenting solu-
tions. So where to begin the discussion?

Grow Up or Die, or Why We Can't
Have Nice Things

What would be expected of a parent
whose child wanted to be someone
else? That is, if a child were, say, a good
artist with natural talent and her own
style of drawing who then decided to
abandon her way to emulate the work
of another child, would we expect the
parent to allow the child to do so? Or
would we rather the parent tell the
young girl to be no one but herself, to
work from what was given to her by
kismet and follow it diligently to the
exclusion of all else?

What would we expect of a city that
did the same thing to itself, then?

So it seems as if letting go of bad pat-
terns will be most useful to the com-
munity’s progress. Erie suffers intermi-
nably from a little-brother complex or,
at the very least, the bad habit of end-
lessly comparing itself to other, larger
cities. For example, when a new, hip,
and locally-owned coffee shop opened
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A closer look at the one of Erie’s most iconic
facades, the Warner Theatre.

downtown a few years ago, first-time
patrons could be heard saying “Oh, my
god. Walking in here, youd never know
you were in Eriel” or “This place could
easily be in New York City."

We've all heard similar things many
times about anything in this city which
has any kind of energy to it. Far from
inherently complimentary, comments
such as these are unhelpful, dismis-
sive of local effort, and only serve to
privilege the speaker, as if to say “I am
worldly enough to have been to such-
and-such a place and bright enough
to have made this comparison.” One
is also reminded of the Almost New
York Good art show of several years
ago at Papa Joe's restaurant. Seemingly
named for a winking nod to one critic’s
high-minded assessment of the Erie
artist’s work, the title further indicates
dismissiveness. It suggests, “Your work
is so good that you don't belong here,”
which is tantamount to saying “Erie
should not have talent in it. From it,
sure. But not in it.”

The then-resuscitated Keep Erie
Weird buttons and t-shirts seen around
town several years ago are another ex-
ample of Erie’'s poor emulation of oth-
er areas. Designed to raise awareness
and boost economy, the Keep Austin
Weird campaign — the first of its kind
to receive national attention — was
launched to promote local businesses.
It also sought to keep big-box stores
out of funky, zealously tribe-like areas
such as South Austin, which threat-
ened secession from the greater city
should Walmart have been permitted
to build there, contrary to locals’ out-
spoken wishes.

Our city and the surrounding ar-
eas have already been long beset by
Walmart and its ilk, so when a but-
ton suggests that Erie be kept weird,
what is it saying? In what way is Erie
weird, exactly? By and large, the town
is conservative, blue collar, and more
midwestern than East Coast. What of
ourselves do we truly and distinctly
own? How do we see ourselves? And
upon what interior [Cont. on page 36]
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Two Local Businesses are Changing Erie’'s Reputation from Chilly to Chili

Getting Warmer
With the Scoville
Food Institute

By: Matt Swanseger

he world's hottest pepper,
Tthe Carolina Reaper, is so

potent that one ounce must
be diluted in over 11,000 gallons of
water to be rendered impercep-
tible (i.e., enough to fill the aver-
age aboveground pool). In a retail
economy flooded by a small cadre
of conglomerates, startups must
be similarly concentrated in terms
of their plan, vision, and resolve
— or be washed away. Manufac-
turing costs, distribution costs,
and slotting fees (which can be
thought of as a property tax paid
to retailers for shelf space) can
dilute profit margins until they
barely register - if they aren't nul-
lified altogether.

“If youre planning on starting
a small business, take however
much money you think you need
and double it,” says Jon Whaley,
sole proprietor of the Scoville
Food Institute, who has faced his
fair share of trials and tribula-
tions since establishing the local
hot sauce company in 2008.

It takes a special degree of inten-
sity to survive long enough to see
things through, and Whaley cer-
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tainly does not lack for that. In-
terviewing Whaley is like watch-
ing a laboratory beaker froth
and bubble from the interplay of
the enclosed reactants — past re-
grets and present uncertainties
compete violently against future
hopes and aspirations. He wishes
he had started at a younger age
and with the backing of more in-
vestors. He wonders whether he
can keep doing this without sacri-
ficing more time with his wife and
three children than he already
has. Yet he is excited to test new
ideas, debut new products, and
eventually achieve national brand
status, thus eliminating the need
to ever work again.

“I don't know if I've ever been a
good employee,” Whaley admits.

Whaley was always drawn to
the idea of being the Man, but
he doesnt suffer any delusions
of ever beating the Man. He just
wants to generate enough heat
with his hot sauces for the Man
to take notice. He is inspired by
the stories of Bear Naked Grano-
la (snatched up by Kashi, a sub-
sidiary of Kellogg’s) and Honest
Tea (subsumed into Coca-Cola):
once-obscure brands that gained
traction by not beating, but join-
ing the big guys. In the condi-
ment realm, the big guy is Pitts-
burgh-based H.J. Heinz Company,
which merged with the even more
gargantuan Kraft Foods earlier
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this year. Realistically, Whaley es-
timates that he needs to get his
products into 500-1,000 stores be-
fore Heinz even sniffs them.

They should, though. Because
he's onto something.

Life's Too Short. Stop And Smell
(And Taste And Feel) The Chilies

Chili peppers have been a staple
of the human diet for millennia,
but nature never intended them
that way. Their “hotness” actually
evolved as a deterrent to mam-
mals, whose molar teeth crush the
seeds, whereas birds leave them
intact for dispersal. The substance
responsible for the burning sen-
sation (that us furry folk feel but
our feathered friends don't) is a
chemical called capsaicin, named
for the genus Capsicum (i.e., chil-
ies), from which it was gradually
isolated over the course of the
1800s. So next time youTre curled
in the fetal position, whimper-
ing after eating a basket of ghost
chilies in a vain attempt to prove
your machismo and/or girl-pow-
er .. remember that Toucan Sam
wouldn't even break a sweat.

The Scoville Organoleptic Test
arose in 1912 not as measure of our
intestinal fortitude, but to gauge
efficacy of capsaicin as a topical
analgesic. Capsaicin is still uti-
lized in this capacity to this day
— it overloads sensory receptors
to essentially block pain signals

Scoville Food Institute’s Jon Whaley
has developed the Periodic Table of
Scoville Units, which assigns a number
and symbol to each pepper along with
its “atomic weight” In Scovilles.

from the application site. Howev-
er, in higher doses it can do more
harm than good. Wilbur Scoville
was a pharmacist working for the
firm Parke-Davis trying to deter-
mine why some peppers stung a
little and some stung a lot. His test
involved dissolving dried chilies in
alcohol to extract the capsaicin,
then incrementally diluting it in
sugar-water until a panel of taste
testers could no longer detect
it. Scoville Heat Units (SHU) are
based on the degree of dilution,
rated in multiples of 100.

Because taste is subjective and
therefore inherently imprecise,
more exact methods for measur-
ing pungency have since been cre-
ated, such as high-performance
liquid chromatography (not that
youre crude or underperform-
ing, but this sophisticated telem-
etry equipment is a little more
high-performance than you). If
you don't have access to a top-
grade research facility, though,
don't fret - all you need is an unas-
suming uncle and a small serving
spoon.

The Pennsylvania Sauce
Exchange
‘I can't even smile,” my Uncle
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John remarks after ingesting a spoon-
ful of Scoville Food Institute’s Caroli-
na Reaper (1,600,000-2,200,000 SHU)
sauce.

But he wanted to. That's because
when capsaicin makes contact with
the tongue, chemoreceptors distinct
from the taste buds tell the brain,
“This guy is a dumbass for putting
this in his face.” The brain concurs
and releases endorphins, “feel-good”
chemicals, to compensate for your
indiscretion. This may explain why
spicy foods have such a large and fer-
vent following - an estimated one in
five Americans use hot sauce regular-
ly. We all know one of these people,
for whom food is not really food, but
merely a vehicle for hot sauce deliv-
ery (in the pharmacological sense).

If you are such a person, I strongly
encourage you to try Scoville sauc-
es. The lineup fluctuates with the
availability of each variety's epon-
ymous pepper, but all are versatile,
flavor-forward, and 100% all-natural.
The Reaper is the Big Bad Wolf of the
bunch; as sweet and welcoming as a
Southern gentlewoman at first (or-
ange marmalade is the second ingre-
dient by volume) before she turns and
bares her fangs. For the somewhat
squeamish, there is the more conven-
tional Cayenne and Garlic Cayenne,
which are on par with Frank's or Ta-
basco. If you are unsure of where you
stand, Whaley has developed the Pe-
riodic Table of Scoville Units, which
assigns a number and symbol to each
pepper along with its “atomic weight”
In Scovilles.

The chemistry motif is elemental
to the Scoville brand’s potential mar-
ketability. The label designs are clean,
consistent, and easily identifiable on
store shelves. Furthermore, these
do not fall prey to the gimmickry of
other specialty brands, who appeal to
collectors with cutesy puns or sight
gags.

Until the day comes when youre
buying Scoville products at Wegmans
or Giant Eagle, you can purchase them
at Whole Foods Markets in the North
Atlantic and North East regions, or in
many beer stores, and via Whaley's
website, www.scufoods.com.

Matt Swanseger can be reached
at mswanseger@eriereader.com.
You can follow him on Twitter
@SwazzySwagga or read his
blog at squanderoza.com.

Beelzebub's Salsas are the “Happy Accidents” that get hotter each season.

By: Matt Swanseger

f there's one thing for certain about

demonologists, it is that it's hell get-
ting them to agree. There’s little debate
that fallen angel and demonic prince
Beelzebub is kind of a big deal at cos-
mological juggernaut Lucifer & Asso-
ciates, but no ones exactly clear on
what he actually does. Depending on
which demonology you follow (and we
all have our personal preference), his
title ranges anywhere from “Abomina-
tion-In-Chief” to “Idolator Outreach
Coordinator” to “Vice President, Pride/
Envy/Gluttony Division” (choose one).
Or maybe, due to constant restructur-
ing and reshuffling of the demonic org
chart, he has tried his hand at all of
the above. Sigh. Damned bureaucracy
is enough to make your head spin in
Nine Circles.

I caught up with Bubs on a country
road in Cambridge Springs, just off PA
Route 99 and well outside of the Infer-
no on a soggy Friday evening. Heisin a
much better place since stepping down
at L&A and has found new purpose ..
as a model, surprisingly. His grinning
mug graces the entire product line of
Beelzebub’s Salsas, the brainchild of
gardening-enthusiast-turned-entre-
preneur Eric Laughery. After sampling
Laughery's creations, I am led to be-
lieve Bubs was at his best tempting
through the ‘buds .. because Beelze-
bub's made a glutton out of me.

Laughery's entire operation was es-
sentially a happy accident. Nearly a
decade ago, a love of heirloom peppers
and Mexican cuisine led to a particu-

larly overabundant harvest — and the
dilemma of what to do with it. The
most obvious solution was to make sal-
sa. Laughery developed three varieties
- original, medium, and inferno - then
shared them at family gatherings and
special occasions. Word spread and be-
fore he knew it, he was selling salsa out
of a cooler in the back of his truck to
strangers in parking lots. “It kind of re-
minded me of a drug deal going down,”
he quips.

He mixed up batches of his salsa in
a Meadville bar kitchen on the week-

Laughery’s entire operation
was essentially a happy
accident. Nearly a decade ago,
a love of heirloom peppers
and Mexican cuisine led to a
particularly overabundant
harvest — and the dilemma of
what to do with it.

ends to help meet growing demand,
while experimenting with new variet-
ies throughout the week. Eventually,
pineapple, black bean corn, garlic-lime,
and chipotle garlic joined the original
three and Laughery saw enough prom-
ise with the business to “go legal.” The
Health Board approved his kitchen
trailer in 2011, which has since been
joined by a walk-in cooler and storage
shed to complete the Beelzebub’s com-
pound.

In addition to the seven mainstays
of the salsa line, a different seasonal

Left: Beelzebub's Salsas are
seasonally-inspired, locally-
sourced, and certainly “not

just for chips!”

variety is released every
other month, employ-
ing whatever produce
is in season. Given the
timing of our meeting,
he regrets that he can-
not sample his cran-
berry salsa (November/
December), which is his
second most popular
seasonal to the Maple
Chipotle (March/April),
made with Pennsylvania
maple syrup and smoky
chipotles. I settle for a
taste of the Honeycrisp Apple salsa,
which reminds me more of a chunky
applesauce or chutney and feels some-
what mismatched with the traditional
tortilla chip - but then again, Beelze-
bub’s is “not just for chips!”

Laughery is passionate not only
about his products (locally-sourced
ingredients whenever possible, no ad-
ditives or preservatives), but also their
versatility. He has aspirations of releas-
ing a cookbook highlighting the ways
salsa can elevate ordinary meals. He
also envisions a day when customers
can experience his recipes firsthand
from a Beelzebub's food truck or store-
front. Although hesitant to compro-
mise his intimate customer base or his
connection with his suppliers (which
include Mennonite cucumber farmers
across the road!), he would like to quit
his day job. The devil's in the details, I
suppose.

Until then, you can obtain Beelze-
bub’s salsa, pickles, and new Golden
Eggs (hard-boiled eggs pickled with
jalapenos in mustard brine) at Whole
Foods Co-op, farmer’s markets, and se-
lect music festivals. A pint of salsa or
a quart of pickles sell at $6 each. The
golden eggs come in two varieties —
Premium and Farm-to-Table, for $8 or
$9 per quart, respectively.

Check beelzebubsalsa.com for a list
of varieties and locations.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Matt Swanseger can be reached
at mswanseger@eriereader.com.
You can follow him on Twitter
@SwazzySwagga or read his
blog at squanderoza.com.
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Spotlight on Erie

Nov11-24

Wednesday, Nov. 11

Preston Lacy of JACKASS
at Sherlocks

s a former regular of Park Place/

Sherlock's quarter draft nights, I
have both encountered the stray jack-
ass and even played the role myself on
occasion, overzealously dancing to Ri-
hanna and Lady Gaga songs that I did
not have the wherewithal to resent my-
self for at the time.

TV celebrity Preston Lacy represents
the rare Jackass that Sherlock's man-
agement has ever not frowned upon,
but embraced. The public antics of him
and his Jackass cast mates over the
past 15 years make a college student’s
Thirsty Thursday hijinks seem tame by
comparison. So inadvisable and humil-
iating are their stunts that they have
earned a measure of respect and admi-
ration not usually afforded fools. He -
and they — would do almost anything
for alaugh.

Lacy’s act at Sherlock’s is unlikely to
get him in trouble with the authorities,
but should be good (perhaps less-than-
clean) fun. Just make sure you stay
within the code of conduct so you can
stick around for the meet-and-greet.
Admission for both is $20. — Matt
Swanseger

7 p.m. // Sherlock’s, 508 State St. //
sherlockspub.com

Wednesday, Nov. 11

Glimpse 2 and Human
Flux Break the Rules
at Erie Ale Works

azz musicians have long been a re-
bellious lot. They break rules (of
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musical convention). They talk back
(improvise). And theyre routinely out
past curfew (playing smoky jazz clubs
and lounges into the wee hours of the
morning).

Glimpse 2 and Human Flux won't
keep you up too late on a school night
when they come to Erie Ale Works, as
they open their sets at 7 p.m. But they
will sass you. And if you can stand to be
challenged, you might find you like it.

Mike Sopko, guitarist of Glimpse 2,
will take that tone with you — but he
will just as soon play coy (“what tone?”).
Glimpses sound occupies a space
somewhere between free jazz atonal-

ity, post-rock majesty, and jazz fusion
ferocity. Drummer-accomplice Hamir
Atwal can set heads to bobbing with a
steady groove, but just as easily dizzy
with sudden time-signature shifts and
unorthodox meters. Alternately acces-
sible and difficult, Glimpse 2 is a great
gateway band to ease yourself into the
ongoing Electroflux Experimental Mu-
sic Series.

The trio of Stephen Trohoske (bass),
Adam Holquist (keys/synth), and Ian
Maciak (drums) round out the bill as
Human Flux, purveyors of “postmod-
ern, post-fusion, post-punk dubscapes.”
You can expect to hear a mix of covers
and originals through this kaleidoscop-
ic musical lens. — Matt Swanseger

7 p.m. // Erie Ale Works, 416 W. 12th St. //
eriealeworks.com
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Thursday, Nov. 12

Who Doesn't Like Pie?
Two One-act Plays by
Anne Pie Open at PACA

Pie is delicious. So are these two
powerful comedies by Connecticut
playwright, Anne Pie. The Remark-
able Thing about Stardust and A Quiet
Night at the Sanctuary are both one-
act plays exploring human relation-
ships on a small scale. Expect forceful
and assertive dialogue that is, accord-
ing to several reviews, written with a

“I'm a sucker for a story that has

a ‘twist.” New scripts are always a
challenge, but in many ways easier
to do than shows done before.”

tender and understanding heart.

Stardust, directed by Bobbi Kocher,
follows Diana Stern as she is arrested,
drunk in a graveyard. The cracks in her
marriage emerge, Diana cries uncon-
trollably, and a mystery is revealed.

Kocher says, “I'm a sucker for a sto-
ry that has a ‘twist. New scripts are
always a challenge, but in many ways
easier to do than shows done before.
You have no pre-conceived notions.”

Sanctuary, directed by Michael Weiss,
tells the tale of two women — one a
celebrity — trapped in a snow-bound
diner. As a 20-year-old bottle of scotch
loosens their tongues, stories are told
and secrets revealed. No spoilers here,
but chili is involved.

About the play, Weiss says, ‘I have
found working on new scripts to be a
pleasure, as there is no precedent to
live up to, and you and the actors can
really make it your own.”

He also enjoys working with the play-
wright. “It is a delight to work with
Anne Pie, as she can offer insight and is
readily willing to make changes when
necessary. This is my seventh associa-
tion with either producing or directing
Anne’s work and all have proven quite
successful.”

Both plays promise to be tasty with
satisfying endings. Just like pie. —
Mary Birdsong

Doors: 7:30 p.m., curtain: 8 p.m. Nov. 12-14
and 19-21// PACA, 1505 State St. // $10 //
PACA1505.com/tickets

Friday, Nov. 13

Dramashop Continues
its Radius CoWork
Studio Production of
Waiting for Godot
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ritten in 1948, Samuel Beckett’s

Waiting for Godot is the tale of
two characters, Vladimir and Estragon,
who await the arrival of someone
named Godot. The play’s seemingly
simple premise has invited infinite in-
terpretive complexity over the years —
not to mention audiences with pretty
strong opinions.

“If you know Godot, you probably
know that it has confounded and frus-
trated audiences for more than half a
century,” wrote Artistic Director Zach
Flock on Dramashop’s Facebook page.
“If you don't know Godot, I may have
just turned you off of this play by de-
scribing it as confounding and frus-
trating.”

He also makes the point that Beckett
changed the landscape of theatre with
Godot. And Godot's influences reach far
beyond the curtain. In his song “Road
Ode,” Loudon Wainwright III sings,
“Out on the road, out on the road /
Youre Willy Lowman, and youre Tom
Jode / Vladimir and Estragon / Ker-
ouac, Ghengis Khan.”

The Soft Machines 1969 song ‘As
Long As He Lies Perfectly Still" like-
wise references Godot's two characters:
“Estragon and Vladimir / Waiting for
something that’s already there / Heav-
en on Earth or is it the moon?”

And then of course is my personal fa-
vorite: Christopher Guest's mockumen-
tary Waiting for Guffman, in which the
cast of a small town Missouri produc-
tion waits hopefully for a Broadway
producer to finally recognize their gift-
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edness.

Whether or not you understand
Godot — or love it or loathe it — it's
worth seeing (especially at $5) for all
of the cultural references you'll finally
understand. — Katie Chriest

8 p.m.// Nov. 13, 14, 20, 21 // Dramashop //
Renaissance Centre, 2nd Floor, 1001 State
St.// $5

Saturday, Nov. 14

The Mallett Brothers
Band Set New Standards
at the Kings Rook Club

ne critic from their neck of the

woods — rough, rugged, beautiful
Maine — says that the Mallett Brothers
Band is undeniably original, and infec-
tiously self-assured.

Another, from way down south in
Texas, says they're of that rare breed of
musicians who, by playing to their own
muses, challenge the hell out of any
standard types of classification.

And, this: “It’s like William Faulkner
has been resurrected with an electric
guitar in hand,” writes Bill Copeland of
Music News.

All comparsons to Nobel Prize-laure-
ate Southern authors aside, word on
the street is that the Maine-based six-
piece band puts on a damn good show.

And now, the Mallett Brothers Band
will bring that show to the Gem City's
Kings Rook Club.

It's another in a long, ongoing series
of free shows, brought to us by the fine
folks at KRC, that's well worth check-
ing out. — Ryan Smith

9 p.m. // Kings Rook Club, 1921 Peach St. //
facebook.com/kingsrookclub

Tuesday, Nov. 17

I, The Breather Farewell
Tour Exhales at Basement
Transmissions

fter announcing in September that

they would be ending their time
as a band, Baltimore based metalcore
band I, The Breather are stopping in
Erie on their farewell tour.

Since forming in 2009, I, The Breather
have released three studio albums and
one EP, and have played on three differ-
ent continents. They are certainly not
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calling it quits without having accom-
plished a good portion of any band's
bucket list.

Supporting acts on the tour are New
Jersey’s Chasing Safety and Noveists
from Paris, France. Local openers have
yet to be announced, so any bands
looking for a decent gig can contact
the promoter at ballpointproduction@
gmail.com to have a chance to send this
band off in style. — Tommy Shannon

6 p.m. // Basement Transmissions, 145 W.
11th St. // $13 Advance, $15 day of show

ednesday, Nov. 18

Explore the Heights of
the Himalayas in Meru
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f you have a fear of heights, stay as

far away from Jimmy Chin and Eliza-
beth Chai Vasarhelyi's 2015 documenta-
ry Meru as possible.

The film follows three potentially-in-
sane adventurers as they try to reach
the top of Meru peak, a 21,850 foot
mountain in the Indian Himalayas.
One of the climbers is the co-director,
Jimmy Chin, who shot much of the
footage while dangling from a rope on
his way to the top. The team's leader
is Conrad Anker - a legend among ex-
treme sports enthusiasts who discov-
ered the remains of explorer George
Mallory along the heights of Mount
Everest, nearly 75 years after his death.

Meru goes beyond the usual daredevil
antics you might expect from an ESPN
short or a “Go-Pro” Youtube video. In-

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

stead, expect insight into the physical
and psychological exhaustion that
often accompanies extreme sporting
endeavors. Journalist Jon Krakauer,
whose 1997 bestseller Into Thin Air: A
Personal Account of the Mount Everest
Disaster documents an equally auda-
cious climb, offers insight and narra-
tion as well.

If you're up for a visceral, vertiginous
thrill, Meru is a film that begs to be
seen on the big screen. Drop by the Erie
Art Museum on Nov. 18, and leave your
faint-hearted friends at home. — Dan
Schank

“Age of Kaos" short films screen at 6 p.m.,
Feature at 7 p.m. // Erie Art Museum, 10 E.
Fifth Street // erieartmuseum.org/events/
film.html

Thursday, Nov. 19

Sinkane Brings the “Best
Kind of Chaos” to MIAC

f a mix of Afropop, dubstep, R&B, and
psychedelic pop sounds chaotic, well,

youe not wrong. But it's the best kind
of chaos.

Singer/guitarist Ahmed Gallab and
his band, Sinkane, are set to take the
stage at Mercyhurst University for a
night of cross-cultural — but not clash-
ing —influences. Born in Sudan, Gallab's
style is gorgeous but defies definition
— kind of like the ballet dancers in
Sinkane’s music video for their 2014
single, “‘How We Do.”

Oh, and Gallab's resume is pretty sol-
id, too: he’s played with Caribou, Yeas-
ayer, and Of Montreal (be still, my little
hipster heart) and was musical director
of the supergroup ATOMIC BOMB!

Need another reason? Arrive early
for beer tastings with Lavery Brewing
Company. Drinks and a show! — Sara
Toth

7:30 p.m. // Tickets $5 - $18// Mary
D’Angelo Performing Arts Center, 501 E.
38th St. // miac.mercyhurst.edu/events/
sinkane

Thursday, Nov. 19

GMHS Stages Sweeney
Todd: “A Perverse Tale of the
Victorian-era Underclass.”

O

Offering local theatergoers an excep-

,let's see Disney present a high
school musical version of this
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tional (or, dare I say, “meaty?”) musical
with a dark theme that extends beyond
most tame and tired high school pro-
ductions, Edinboro's General McLane
High School (GMHS) presents Sweeney
Todd: School Edition.

Based on a fictional tale that eventu-
ally became an urban legend in Britain,
Todd tells the story of the eponymous
barber, who, after disposing of his cli-
entele with his trusty straight razor,
“recycles” their remains with the help
of a local baker, Mrs. Lovett.

Enough said.

This gutsy, Grand Guingol theme was
later adapted into a 1979 Broadway mu-
sical by composer Stephen Sondheim.

But, a “school edition?”

“The School Edition is based com-
pletely off the original,” according to
Bruce Yates, director of vocal music
and theater at GMHS, via email. “Ste-
phen Sondheim worked closely with
Music Theatre International (MTI) to
make the proper adjustments in the
show to make it appropriate for high
schools to perform.

“Sweeney Todd is a musical thriller
with dark comedic overtones and ma-
ture themes,” he added. “If I had to give
it a rating I would consider it to be PG-
13"

Over the years, GMHS's music de-
partment has garnered accolades and
awards from audiences and official or-
ganizations alike. According to a press
release, GMHS was selected as a Gram-
my Signature School Semi-Finalist in
2014.

And according to Yates, last year's
production of Phantom of the Opera
was performed to standing-room-only
audiences.

A perverse tale of the Victorian-era
underclass, replete with enough scoun-
drels, neer-do-wells and other Dick-
ensian-type characters, to, well, fill a
book, Sweeney Todd appears to prom-
ise spectators another mouthwatering
theatrical excursion. — Gregory Green-
leaf-Knepp

7 p.m. on Thursday, Friday, Saturday; 2
p.m. on Sunday // General McLane High
School, 11761 Edinboro Rd., Edinboro //
generalmclane.net
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Friday, Nov. 20

Mountain Music of
Virginia: Haunting Ballads
and Authentic Bluegrass
Travel the Crooked Road
to the Erie Art Museum
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oger McGuinn of The Byrds played

Mercyhurst  University's Mary
DAngelo PAC about ten years ago, to
a fully appreciative crowd. But before
McGuinn announced his entrance
with that trademark Rickenbacker riff
from “Turn, Turn, Turn,” a diminutive,
17-year-old woman walked onstage. No

LaPrelle

continues to keep
Appalachian music
alive and evolving,
as one-half of

the duo Anna &
Elizabeth.

instruments. No accompanist. Just a
voice clear and pure and timeless as the
Appalachian ballads she’s made it her
mission to preserve and proliferate. I
recall a beat or two before the audience
erupted in applause after her first song.
It was as though no one wanted to dis-
turb the mood shed created. Transfixed
by hearing her breath turned to sound,
wed all been holding our own.

That woman was Elizabeth LaPrelle,
and on Nowv. 20, shell perform at the
Erie Art Museum. LaPrelle continues
to keep Appalachian music alive and
evolving, as one-half of the duo Anna
& Elizabeth (check out their Tiny Desk
Concert on NPR!) and as host of the
Floyd Country Store Radio Show.

Also on the bill is Southwestern Vir-
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IS TODAY THE DAY

YOU SET YOUR SIGHTS HIGHER?

If you have the spark, we have the programs to guide you toward a
rewarding career. FORTIS offers programs in the following areas:

Nursing o DTH‘JIOB?ﬂIEI‘JTEIEB
Business e Barbering ¢ Cosmetology

ginia band Jeff Brown & Still Lonesome,
a group likewise practicing the art of
preservation, this time of bluegrass.
Country artist Marty Raybon called
them “one of the most solid hard-hit-
ting bluegrass bands to be formed in
the past 10 years.”

All that, and the show is free, with a
suggested donation of only $20. — Ka-
tie Chriest

8 p.m. // Erie Art Museum, 411 State St.
// Free, suggested donation of $20 //
459.5477

Saturday, Nov. 21

First-ever Charity Victory
Show Takes Over the Warner

" FORTIS msmmr « 5757 WEST 26TH STREET, ERIE, PA 16506

Financial Aid Available for thaze who qualify. Career Placemert Assistance for All Graduates. ABHES Accredited. Fzrcon umerlnfannaﬂan visit Fortis edu.

¢ Criminal
e DUI
¢ Divorce
e Custody
e Personal Injury

Kenneth A. Bickel, Esq.
Bickel Law Office

557 West 8th Street
Erie, PA 16508
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Sure, you can find beats anywhere on
a Saturday. Rappers and DJs abound
in Erie, but what you really want to
hear are the professionals: true artists
whose poetry touches you and who
can lay down a sound that’s original
and funky. The performers at the Vic-
tory Show have you covered. Hot Mess
Productions and Stay Focused For The
Future will bring live music from Mike
Jones & Band, Miguel, Cordel, Shok
Jordan, C.Brown, DJ Tony, DJ Salt, and
Shai Boogie to the Warner Theatre. It'll
be anything but your typical Saturday
afternoon party.

This all-ages show also features spe-
cial performances from Erie Dance
Theater. Plus guest speakers Bob Mer-
ski and Elvage Murphy — who, along
with Stay Focused, are doing what they
can to raise up the next generation of
leaders for our community. Stay Fo-
cused’s mentoring programs motivate
our youth to set them on a positive
course that will aid them in becoming
successful. It's a positive message with
a different method. — Bryan Toy

\ ABRAHAM & BORST 2014 "BEST COLI.EGE STATION IN THE NATION”
GANNON UNIVERSITY || ERIE, PA

MR WML
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Co. Inc
Your source for custom gal
117 w'Sth st
(814)-520-8163

T-SHIRTS. HOODIES. JACKETS. POLOS. HATS

-PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
-VINYL TRANSFERS
-VINYL STICKERS
-SILK'SCREENING
-GARMENT PRINTING
~-TEAM UNIFORMS

-HEAT TRANSFERS
-EMBROIDERY

1-4 p.m. // Free // Warner Theatre, 811
State St. // Free EMTA transportation from
the Booker T. Washington Center, Martin
Luther King Center, and John F. Kennedy
Center.
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Events Calendar

Nov11-24

Glimpse 2
Nov.11--7 p.m.

Erie Ale Works, 416 W.
12th St. facebook.com/
events/563649390440185.

Dave VanAmburg
& Friends
Nov.12,19--6to9 p.m.

Bel Aire Marriott Hotel, 2800
W. 8th St. jazzerie.com.

Colony House Band

Nov. 12,19 -- 6:30 to 9 p.m.

Colony Pub & Grille, 2670
W. 8th St. jazzerie.com.

Faculty Recital Series

Nov.12--8p.m.

Walker Recital Hall, 501 E.
38th St. mercyhurst.edu.

Friday Night Jazz

Nov. 13,20--6to9 p.m.

Oasis Pub, 3122 West Lake
Rd. jazzerie.com.

Mercyhurst Symphony
Orchestra
Nov.13--8p.m.

Mary D’Angelo Performing
Arts Center, 501 E. 38th
St. mercyhurst.edu.

Rodger Montgomery
Blues Band
Nov.13--9 p.m.

Kings Rook Club, 1921 Peach St.
facebook.com/kingsrookclub.

Free Concert Arundel
Wine Cellars
Nov.14--2to5p.m.

Arundel Cellars, 11727 E Main
Rd. lakeeriewinecountry.org.

Holiday Tour of Homes

Nov.14--11a.m.to 4p.m. &
Nov. 15 --noon to 4 p.m.
Various Locations, eriephil.org.

Saturday Night Blues

Nov. 14,21--6 to 9 p.m.

Oasis Pub, 3122 West Lake
Rd. jazzerie.com.

Mercyhurst Jazz
Ensemble
Nov. 14--8 p.m.

Taylor Little Theatre, 501 E.
38th St. mercyhurst.edu.

Guest Artist and
Faculty Recital
Nov.14--8to 9 p.m.

Dr. William P. Alexander
Music Center, 110 Kiltie Rd.
events.edinboro.edu.

The Mallett Brothers Band

Nov.14--9 p.m.

Kings Rook Club, 1921 Peach St.
facebook.com/kingsrookclub.

Chris Higbee

Nov. 14--9 p.m.

Presque Isle Downs &
Casino, 8199 Perry Hwy.
presqueisledowns.com.

The Rocket Queens

Nov.14--9 p.m. to 2 a.m.

Sherlocks Erie PA, 508
State St. facebook.com/
sherlocksparkplace.

Gem City Concert Band

Nov. 15--2t0 3:30 p.m.

H.O. Hirt Auditorium, 160 E.
Front St. gemcitybands.org.

The Spanish Fly:
Spoken Word and Rap
Nov.15--7 p.m.

Basement Transmissions, 145
West 11th St. thecross.cc

Emily Righter
Nov. 16 --8 p.m.

Walker Recital Hall, 501 E.
38th St. mercyhurst.edu.

I, The Breather
Farewell Tour

Nov. 17 --6 p.m.

Basement Transmissions, 145
West 11th St. facebook.com/
beardedbabyproductions.

Gem City Jazz Ensemble

Nov.17--7to 8 p.m.

Spring Hill Retirement
Center, 2323 Edinboro Rd.
gemcitybands.org.

Trans-Siberian Orchestra

Nov.18--4 & 8 p.m.

Erie Insurance Arena, 809
French St. erieevents.com.

Sinkane

Nov. 19 -- 7:30 p.m.

Mary D’Angelo Performing
Arts Center, 501 E. 38th
St. mercyhurst.edu.

Violinist Midori

Nov.20--noon to1p.m.

WOQLN Radio, 8425
Peach St. wgln.org.

Mountain Music
of Virginia
Nov.20--8p.m.

Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Intrepid Travelers

Nov.20--9 p.m.

Kings Rook Club, 1921 Peach St.
facebook.com/kingsrookclub.

The Victory Concert

Nov. 21--1to 4 p.m.

Warner Theatre, 811 State
St. erieevents.com.

Midori

Nov. 21--7:30 p.m.

Cathedral Prep Auditorium,
250 W. 10th St. gannon.edu.

Tropidelic, The
Hornitz & Qwister
Nov. 21--9 p.m.

Kings Rook Club, 1921 Peach St.
facebook.com/kingsrookclub.

Tennessee Backporch

Nov. 21--9 p.m.

Presque Isle Downs &
Casino, 8199 Perry Hwy.
presqueisledowns.com.

Thanksgiving Eve Party
with Steve Troheske's
Art Groupies

Nov. 25 --9 p.m.

Kings Rook Club, 1921 Peach St.
facebook.com/kingsrookclub.

[DANCE

The Enchantment

Under the Sea Dance

Nov.13--7to11 p.m.

The Brewerie At Union Station,
123 W. 14th St. brewerie.com.

Holiday Ladies Night Out

Nov.12--5to 8 p.m.

Glass Growers Gallery, 10 East
5th St. glassgrowersgallery.com.

Friday the 13th
Happy Hour with
Acoustic Jukebox
Nov.13--6to9 p.m.

Sherlocks Erie PA, 508
State St. facebook.com/
sherlocksparkplace.

International Dining
Series: Tour of Tuscany
Nov. 19 -- 6 p.m. (Dinner
served at 6:30 p.m.)

Lake View Country Club,
8351 Station Rd. northeast.
mercyhurst.edu.

Class of 1985 Reunion
(Murder Mystery Dinner)
Nov.20--7p.m.

The Brewerie At Union Station,
123 W. 14th St. brewerie.com.

Thanksgiving Dinner
Wine Pairing
Nov. 21--6 p.m.

Presque Isle Wine Cellars, 9440
W. Main Rd. piwine.com.

Happy Hour with
Acoustic Jukebox
Nov.25--6to9p.m.

Sherlocks Erie PA, 508
State St. facebook.com/
sherlocksparkplace.

FILM

Deepsea Challenge
Ongoing through Dec.
31--noon & 4 p.m.

Tom Ridge Environmental Center,
301 Peninsula Drive. trecpi.org.

Tiny Giants
Ongoing through Feb.
1--2p.m. &5p.m.

Tom Ridge Environmental Center,
301 Peninsula Drive. trecpi.org.

D-Day: Normandy
1944 Movie

Nov. 11 through Feb.1--11
am.&1p.m. &3 p.m.

Tom Ridge Environmental Center,
301 Peninsula Drive. trecpi.org.

Me and Earl and
the Dying Girl
Nov.11--7p.m.

Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Sunrise: A Song of
Two Humans (1927)
Nov.12-- 8 p.m.

Erie Movie House, 3424
Westlake Road. facebook.
com/ErieMovieHouse.

Friday the 13th (1980)

Nov.13-- 8p.m. to2a..m.

Erie Movie House, 3424
Westlake Road. facebook.
com/ErieMovieHouse.

MET Opera - Tannhauser
(Wagner)
Nov. 14 --12:55 p.m.

Mary D'’Angelo Performing
Arts Center, 501 E. 38th
St. mercyhurst.edu.

Southpaw

Nov.15--2 p.m.

Taylor Little Theatre, 501 E.
38th St. mercyhurst.edu.

MERU

Nov.18--7p.m.

Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Beauty and the Beast

Nov. 19 -- 5:30 p.m.

Corry Area Primary School,
423 Wayne St. corrypa.com.

The Grand Duel (1972)

Nov.19-- 8 p.m.

Erie Movie House, 3424
Westlake Road. facebook.
com/ErieMovieHouse.

Warrior

Nov. 19-- 8:30 t0 10:30 p.m.

Edinboro Film Series, 405
Scotland Rd. facebook.
com/edinborofilmseries.
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Wed - Fri
11-

Sat
113
CCIS ACCEPTED

EMPHASIS ON FUN
ACTIVITES ON LARGE
INDOOR TURF FIELD

NUTRITIOUS MEALS

BEFORE AND AFTER
SCHOOL CARE

3515 MCCLELLAND AVE.
NEAR BAYFRONT CONNECTOR
: B | 814.451.1556
DIVER'S WORLD M

Erig’s: Home for Scuba Adventure

* Frie Contemporury Ballet Theafre %

T P sy W™

Sat. Nov. 28, 7:00 pm o
Fand Sun. Nov. 29, 3:00 pm

McDowell
Performing Arts Center
Tickets: wwwigriethiorg (814) 4767123
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Mercyhurst Institute for Arts & Culture

2015-16 SEASON
@fzpméemw@m

et @M/IM

“The elw /BILO of this most famous
vocal group are ageless.”
— New York Times

Monday, Nov. 30 - 7:30 p.m.
Mary D'’Angelo Performing Arts Center

For nearly six centuries, the Vienna Boys
Choir has delighted audiences around the
globe. Start your holiday season with a
concert of traditional and popular Christmas
carols as well as classic masterpieces from
this celebrated choir!

Z 70”1 (L& an hour before the concert
for free beer tastings from Lavery Brewing
Company, the official brewery of MIAC!

TICKETS:
miac.mercyhurst.edu
814-824-3000

f
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MUSIC REVIEWS

Beach Slang
The Things We Do To Find People Who
Feel Like Us

1 8008 ¢

Polyvinyl 4.5/5 stars z
f you're a fan of earnest, ';‘_'_
anthemic punk rock, =
you're finally in luck. Phil- &

adelphias Beach Slang . a
have constructed a fist-pumping, heartfelt
debut. Sure, their hearts feel eerily similar to
the Replacements, but that's alright. This re-
cord has that strange combination of nostal-
gia and newness. Singer James Alex Snyder
is a little older than the rest of the band, but
he has a fire lit under him. He's preoccupied
with concepts like life and youth (see: “Young
and Alive"). The sound exists in a world fuzz-
ier than early Gaslight Anthem, and folksier
than later Japandroids. You get dynamic mo-
ments like “Too Late to Die Young,” but most-
ly scorchers like “Bad Art and Weirdo Ideas.”
The album'’s title sets the tone far better than
the band's misleadingly surfy name ever did.
The Things We Do conjures up thoughts of
finding that first real group of friends in the
scene. Desperately navigating through new
social groups, you eventually found what felt
like a second family. In the ever-shrinking
world of good punk rock, The Things We Do is
a godsend. - Nick Warren

Disclosure
Caracal
Capitol 3.5
1 8.0 0/

uoyed by their break-

through single “Latch,”
Disclosure's 2013 debut,
Settle, went platinum in
their native England while
earning a Grammy nomination. The brothers
Lawrence successfully bridged mainstream
and underground by inflecting Chicago deep
house/UK garage with pop/R&B sensibilities,
appealing to purists and casual listeners
alike. Disclosure reaches further across the
aisle to the mainstream on Caracal, recruit-
ing guest vocals from The Weeknd, Lorde,
Miguel, and Sam Smith (again). As a result,
Caracal takes on a smoother/softer edge,
and somewhat compromises the bipartisan-
ship they maintained so deftly on Settle. The
tracks featuring lesser known singers sound
more Disclosure-like than the celebrity-stud-
ded ones. But there is no shortage of hooks
here. Perhaps the most irresistible come
courtesy of “Jaded" with its singalong chorus,
and “Superego,” which is like being slapped
upside the cochleae in the sexiest argument
ever. Fussy listeners may not like Caracal’s
compromises. But altogether, it's still pretty
scrumptious. - Matt Swanseger

Neon Indian
Vega Intl. Night School
Mom + Pop Music 4/5 stars
188 6 ¢
Vega Intl. Night Schoolis K
a pulsating, after-hours
dance club binge. Chill-
wave mastermind Alan p
Palomo has constructed B
an album drenched in sweaty, synthesized
hooks and brooding bass blasts. His vocals
hover in the mix like cigarette smoke, owing
as much to Prince as to Animal Collective.
This cybernetic hybrid of an 80's horror mov-
ie soundtrack and the Miami Vice theme
pulls you in. The lyrics illuminate the illicit
world of discotheque depravity, forming the
album’s (loose) concept. The group’s first
release in just over four years finds them
darker and evolved. The production is thick-
er and more polished than Era Extrafia’s cas-
sette-tape shakiness. As for the name, fans
may recognize the titular "Vega" as Palomo's
2009 moniker. The “night school” part was
explained by him as well: “Most of what I've
learned about human nature in my twenties
has happened after dark . .. | like to call the
places | go to Night Schools.” Catch Neon In-
dian live if you make your way down to Pitts-
burgh. They'll be at Mr. Smalls on Saturday,
Nov. 14. - Nick Warren

Bronsen Euard
Press Start
Independent 3.5 Stars
1 8.8 6/ .
Erie native Bronsen Eu- |
ard is off at Shenan- §
doah Conservatory
studying music, but he |
has still managed in his
absence to add generously to the Erie
music catalog with his five-song EP, Press
Start. This mellow jazz/funk guitar and
vocal project is thoughtfully construct-
ed. Intricate George Benson-like melodic
strumming trades the foreground with
Euard’s vocals, which are like a cross be-
tween Brandon Boyd and Joe Jackson.
The phrasing is redolent of Jackson's
songwriting as well with layered backing
vocals and lyrics like “Maybe | will end
up where | started, maybe | will end with
nothing ... who am | to understand why |
am?” The album nevertheless has weak
spots as so many freshman efforts do.
The distorted, noodling solo creeping
around in the background of “Geometry”
is a discordant mess that ends an other-
wise well-produced first effort on a sour
note. You can check it out for yourself at
bronseneuard.bandcamp.com/album/
press-start-ep. — Bryan Toy

PACA'S 2015 THEATRICAL SEASON

Sanctuary:

Two shows
by Annie Pie

‘The Rermnarkable Thing About Stardust”
and "A Quiet Night at the Sanctuary”
‘Directed by

Mlchual Wuiss and Bobbi Kocher

FRI & SAT NOVY 12-14 and 19-21
DOORS 7:30p | CURTAIN 8:00p

/> PERFORMING ARTISTS *_’?;""
\x/ e S
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Gamera vs. Guiron (1969)

Nov. 20-- 8p.m.

Erie Movie House, 3424
Westlake Road. facebook.
com/ErieMovieHouse.

MET Opera - Lulu (Berg)

Nov. 21 --12:55 p.m.

Mary D’Angelo Performing
Arts Center, 501 E. 38th
St. mercyhurst.edu.

The Phantom of
the Opera (1925)
Nov. 21-- 4p.m.

Erie Movie House, 3424
Westlake Road. facebook.
com/ErieMovieHouse.

Nothing Sacred (1937)

Nov. 21-- 6 p.m.

Erie Movie House, 3424
Westlake Road. facebook.
com/ErieMovieHouse.

House on Haunted
Hill (1959)
Nov. 21-- 8p.m.

Erie Movie House, 3424
Westlake Road. facebook.
com/ErieMovieHouse.

Visual Arts
Assembly Required

Ongoing through Dec. 4

Bruce Gallery, Doucette Hall 215
Meadville St. brucegallery.info.

American Landscapes
Ongoing through Dec.

4--noon to 7 p.m.

Bruce Gallery, Doucette Hall 215
Meadville St. brucegallery.info.
Stitches: Contemporary
Fiber Art Show

Ongoing through Jan. 3 --9 a.m.

Cummings Gallery, 501 E.
38th St. mercyhurst.edu.

Land, Sea and Sky:
Details from Nature
Ongoing through Jan. 8

Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Ian Brill: Storm

Ongoing through Jan. 10

Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Connect: Grassroots
Efforts to Reshape
Our Community
Ongoing through Jan. 10

Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. erieartsandculture.org.

Art of the Comic Book

Ongoing through Feb. 7
Erie Art Museum, 411 State

St. erieartmuseum.org

Minyao
Nowv. 11, 12,13, 14,15

Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Cylical Beauty &
Recent Sculpture
Nov. 11,12, 13, 14, 15, 16,17

Glass Growers Gallery, 10 East
5th St. glassgrowersgallery.com.

Water Water
Everywhere: Paean to
a Vanishing Resource
Nov. 11 through 24

Allegheny College Art Gallery,
520 N. Main St. allegheny.edu.

Water: Elemental,
Mutable, Essential
Nov. 11 through 24

Allegheny College Art Gallery,
520 N. Main St. allegheny.edu.

Clay and Fiber Partners
Nov. 13 through Dec. 13 (Opening
Reception Nov. 13--7to 9 p.m.)

Heeschen Gallery, 910 Market
St. artsmeadoville.org.

Big Zipper Project
Nov. 15,16,17,18--3to 6
p-m. (Opening Reception
Nov.14--6to9p.m.)

Meadville Neighborhood Center,
245 Chestnut St. facebook.com/
MeadvilleNeighborhoodCenter.

Afternoons with Henry
Nov. 21 through Jan. 5 (Opening
Reception Dec. 4 --7 to 10 p.m.)

Glass Growers Gallery, 10 East
5th St. glassgrowersgallery.com.

THEATRE

Don't Blame it on
the Movies
Nov. 11 -- noon

The Station Dinner Theatre, 4940
Peach St. canterburyfeast.com.

American Salute

Nov. 11 -- noon

Riverside Inn at Cambridge
Springs, One Fountain Ave.
theriversideinn.com.

The Producers

Nov. 11 --7:30 p.m.

Warner Theatre, 811 State
St. erieevents.com.

University Players
One Acts

Nov. 12 --7:30 p.m.

Diebold Center for the
Performing Arts, 217 Meadyville
St. events.edinboro.edu.

Stardust and Sanctuary:
Two shows by Annie Pie
Nowv. 12,13, 14,19, 20, 21 -- 7:30 p.m.

PACA, 1505 State St.
pacals505.com.

Honk!

Nov.13,14,20,21--7p.m. &
Nov. 14,15, 21, 22 -- 2 p.m.

Erie Playhouse, 13 W. 10
St. erieplayhouse.org.

Medieval Fest at Riverside
Nov. 13,14, 20,21--7 p.m.
& Nov. 15 --2:30 p.m.

Riverside Inn at Cambridge
Springs, One Fountain Ave.
theriversideinn.com.

Things My Mother
Taught Me

Nov. 13, 14, 20, 28, 29 -- 7:30 to 9:30
p.m. & Nov. 15,22,29 --3 to 5 p.m.

All An Act Theatre, 652 W.
17th St. allanact.net.

Waiting for Godot

Nowv. 13,14, 20, 21 -- 8 p.m.

Renaissance Centre, 2nd FIL.
1001 State St. dramashop.org.

A Canterbury Feast
Nov.13,20--7p.m. &
Nowv. 14,21 -- 5:30 p.m.

The Station Dinner Theatre, 4940
Peach St. canterburyfeast.com.

The Forever and
Ever Endeavor
Nov.16 --7 p.m.

Diebold Center for the Performing
Arts, 217 Meadoville St. facebook.
com/LaughRiotErie.

Sweeney Todd
Nov. 19, 20, 21--7 p.m.
& Nov.22--2p.m.

General McLane High
School, 11761 Edinboro Rd.
generalmclane.net.

Rodgers & Hammerstein's
Cinderella

Nov. 19,20,21--7p.m. &

Nov. 21,22 --2 p.m.

Mercyhurst Preparatory
School, 538 E. Grandview
Blvd. mpslakers.com.

A Life of Galileo

Nowv. 19, 20, 21, 22

Allegheny College, 520 N.
Main St. allegheny.edu.

White Christmas

Nov. 19, 20, 21--7 p.m.
& Nov.22--2p.m

Struthers Library
Theatre, 302 W. 3rd St.
strutherslibrarytheatre.com.

COMMUNITY/VARIETY

Healthy Eating Making
Every Nutritious
Bite Count

Nov.11--9to11a.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Veterans
Appreciation Day

Nov.11--10a.mto 2 p.m.

Tom Ridge Enviromental
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr.
events.dcnr.pa.gov.

Veterans Day Observance

Nov. 11--11 a.m.

Reeder Hall, 219 Meadville
St. events.edinboro.edu.

Vets and Pets

Nov. 11--11 a.m.

Frank G. Pogue Student
Center, 405 Scotland Rd.
events.edinboro.edu.

Veterans Luncheon -
Sponsored by Highmark

Nowv. 11 --11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Creativity Matters

Nowv. 11 -- 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Talk, Chanting and
Meditation with Kedarji

Nov. 11,18 -- 7 to 8:30 p.m.

The Bhakta School of
Transformation, 1421 W 41st
St. bhaktaschool.org

Lecture: Stress-Related
Brain Dysfunction:
Implications in the
Legal System

Nov.11--7p.m.

Ridge Library Great Room, 16 W.
Division St. mercyhurst.edu.

Jackass Superstar
Preston Lacy

Nov.11--7p.m. to2a.m.

Sherlocks Erie PA, 508
State St. facebook.com/
sherlocksparkplace.

Fall Homeschool Day
- Winter Survival

Nov.12--9:30a.m to 2 p.m.

Tom Ridge Enviromental
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr.
events.dcnr.pa.gov.

Evening Fireside
Talk - Presque Isle’s
History and Lore

Nov. 12 --7to 8:30 p.m.

Rotary Pavilion, 301 Peninsula
Dr. events.dcnr.pa.gov.

Puerto Rican Cuisine
& Culture with
Maria Comstock

Nov.13--11:30 a.m. to1 p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Harvest Celebration
Nov. 13 --noon to 5 p.m. & Nov.
14,15--10a.m. to 5 p.m.

Lake Erie Wine Country,
lakeeriewinecountry.org.

Brass Master Class
with Guest Artist,
Ben Berghorn

Nov. 13 -- 4 to 5:30 p.m.

Dr. William P. Alexander
Music Center, 110 Kiltie Rd.
events.edinboro.edu.

Painting with
Dawn Ziegler
Nov.13--6 p.m.

North East Arts Council, 25
Vine St. northeastarts.org

Erie Otters vs. Oshawa

Nov.13--7p.m.

Erie Insurance Arena, 809
French St. erieevents.com.

Boy Scout Troop
52 Garage Sale
Nov. 14--8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

West Ridge Fire Station, 3142 W.
26th St. cmdeescott@verizon.net.

Zentangle Jewelry Class

Nov. 14 -- 9 a.m. to noon

North East Arts Council, 25
Vine St. northeastarts.org.

Mercyhurst University
Fall Open House
Nov.14--9 a.m.

Mercyhurst University, 501 E.
38th St. mercyhurst.edu.

Adorable Asbury
Woods Owls

Nov.14--10to11 a.m.

Asbury Woods Nature Center,
4105 Asbury Rd. asburywoods.org.

Fall Spiritualist Expo

Nov. 14 --10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

ZemZem Shrine Club, 2525
W. 38th St. facebook.com/
events/875381775886061.

Christmas in the
Country Craft Show
Nov.14--10a.m.to5p.m. &
Nov.15--10a.m. to 4 p.m.

Bayfront Convention Center, 1
Sassafras Pier erieevents.com.
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Artisan Fair &

Music Festival
Nov.14--10a.m.to5p.m. &
Nov.15--noon to 3 p.m.

Erie Day School, 1372 W.
6th St. facebook.com/
events/204404053223973.

TedX Erie

Nov. 14 --1:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Children’s Storytime
and Craft
Nov.14--3to 4 p.m.

Tom Ridge Enviromental
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr.
events.dcnr.pa.gov.

Erie Otters vs. London

Nov.14--7p.m.

Erie Insurance Arena, 809
French St. erieevents.com.

2015 iBelieve Gala

Nov.14--8to11 p.m.

Bayfront Convention
Center, 1 Sassafras Pier
partnershipeps.org.

Erie Friends
Worship Group
Nov. 15 --10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Community Room of the Whole
Foods Co-op, 1341 W. 26th
St. leym.quaker.org/erie.

Eastside Connections
& The Community
Nov.15--2 p.m.

Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. erieartsandculture.org.

Erie Playhouse
Mainstage Auditions
Nov. 15,16 -- 7 p.m.

Erie Playhouse, 13 W. 10
St. erieplayhouse.org.

Erie Playhouse
Youtheatre Auditions
Nov. 16,18 -- 4 to 6 p.m.

Erie Playhouse, 13 W. 10
St. erieplayhouse.org.

Erie Together
Community Forum

Nov. 17 --9 a.m. to noon
Bayfront Convention Center, 1

Sassafras Pier erietogether.org.

Wise Words for
Wellness with Rebecca
Wise, PharmD

Nov. 17 --10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

The Science of Sails

Nov. 17 --12:30 to 2 p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Gentle Yoga with
Karla Bretz
Nowv. 17, 24 -- 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Mercyhurst North
East Fall Open House
Nov. 17-- 6 to 8 p.m.

Ridge Health & Safety
Building, 16 W. Division St.
northeast.mercyhurst.edu.

Mindfulness, Movement
& Meditation Class
Nowv. 18, 25 --12:30 t0 1:30 p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Reiki Therapy Sessions
with Paula Pontillo
Nov.18--2to 4 p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Ask an Expert

Nov. 18 -- 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Millcreek Municipal Building,
3608 W. 26th St. lifeworkserie.org.

Throwaway Society

Nov. 18 --6:30to 8 p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Lecture: The 52nd
Anniversary of the
JEK Assassination:
Unanswered Questions
Nov.18--7p.m.

Alex Theatre, 16 W. Division
St. mercyhurst.edu.

Vibrant Life Series
Nov.19--12:30to2p.m. &
Nov. 23 --10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Rolling the Dice: The
Intersection of Fair
Use & Free Speech
with Copyright Law
Nov.19--4to 6 p.m.

Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. erieartsandculture.org.

Fall for Arts & Culture

Nov. 19 --5:30 to 10 p.m.

Erie Playhouse, 13 W. 10 St.
erieartsandculture.org.

Art for Education

Nov.20--6:30t0 8:30 p.m. &
Nov.21--11a.m. to 3 p.m.
The Swan Tavern, 6610 W. Lake

Rd. facebook.com/1897Events.

Erie Bayhawks
vs. Delaware
Nov.20--7p.m.

Erie Insurance Arena, 809
French St. erieevents.com.

Erie Polar Plunge

Nov. 21 --9 a.m. to noon

Presque Isle State Park -
Beach 7, 301 Peninsula Dr.
specialolympicspa.org.

Pennsylvania Yo-Yo Slam

Nov.21--10a.m.to 5 p.m.

Bayfront Convention Center, 1
Sassafras Pier erieevents.com.

Camp Presque Isle

Nov.21--2to 4 p.m.

Pine Tree Pavilion, 301 Peninsula
Dr. events.dcnr.pa.gov.

Erie Bayhawks
vs. Sioux Falls
Nov.21--7p.m.

Erie Insurance Arena, 809
French St. erieevents.com.

Schooner Porcupine:
Help Float the Boat
Nov.22--1to 4 p.m.

Bayfront Maritime Center,
40 Holland St. facebook.
com/schoonerporcupine.

Thanksgiving at
Lifeworks
Nov. 24 --11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Presque Isle After
Dark - Gull Point Trail
Nov. 24 -- 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Gull Point Trailhead at
Beach 10, 301 Peninsula
Dr. events.dcnr.pa.gov.

Festival of Trees
Nowv. 25, 27,28 --10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
& Nov. 29 --10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Bayfront Convention Center, 1
Sassafras Pier erieevents.com.

The Great Pumpkin
Jam & Thanksgiving
Eve Revelry

Nov. 25--7p.m.

The Brewerie At Union Station,
123 W. 14th St. brewerie.com.

Rumble on the Bay
Live Boxing
Nov. 25--7p.m.

Erie Insurance Arena, 809
French St. erieevents.com.

Wake Me Up Before You Yo-Yo

.. at the Pennsylvania Yo-Yo Slam

By: Matt Swanseger

alking the dog or cradling a cat is not un-
Wheard of on a late autumn afternoon. Nor is

engaging either of these activities at Erie's
Bayfront Convention Center - after all, it has played
host to American Kennel Club events before. But if
youe expecting a pet show there on the afternoon of
November 21st, you're in for a shock - there will be no
Yorkies, only yo-yos when the Pennsylvania Yo-Yo Slam
returns to town for a third consecutive year. Nonethe-
less, the skills on display take hours upon hours of me-
ticulous grooming.

“The tricks that these young adults are doing, they
evolve every year. These people aren't just walking the
dog [a basic trick in which the yo-yo hovers just above
the floor beside the leg] anymore. They're doing cool
things that you didn't even know could be done with a
yo-yo,” says Emily Biddle, communications director of
the Erie Sports Commission.

Like Biddle, I was previously an outsider to the yo-
yo tournament, which has elevated this ancient toy to
modern performance art. Where and when the yo-yo
originated is a matter of dispute among historians, with
some claiming it was a spinoff of the Chinese diabolo
(another still-existent skill toy) and others attributing
it to the Greeks. Among those backing the Greeks as
the inventors, some contend yo-yos were merely spools
for thread or hanging drapes, a mother’s instrument
rather than a child’s. Others point to a painting on a
Grecian vase depicting a boy that appears to be playing
with a yo-yo. All antiquity has left us is a static image,
so all we can do is make assumptions (for the lack/im-
practicality of terra cotta animation panels).

Drape-hanging apparatuses are fun and all, but men
like Filipino businessman Pedro Flores were wise in
recognizing the yo-yo's potential as a plaything. Flores
immigrated to the U.S. in 1928 with a revised design,
wherein the string was looped around the axle rath-
er than tied. With this innovation came what many
consider the godfather of yo-yo tricks, The Sleeper. By
tugging ever so slightly near the bottom of the throw,
the string catches on the axle and allows the yo-yo to
“sleep,” or continue spinning at its current height, in-
stead of snapping back into the palm. As a slumbering
roommate is the ideal canvas for freestyle cosmetolo-
gists, a slumbering yo-yo is the ideal starting point for
freestyle string-choreographers.

Freestyle routines are that the axle which tourna-
ments like Yo-Yo Slam revolve around and they are
limited only by the imagination and talent level of
the performers. Some spin two yo-yos simultaneously,
weaving their bodies in and out of the yo-yos’ trajec-
tories like a scene from a Matrix movie. Others dabble
with ratios (e.g., two yo-yos to one string) or opt to go
no strings attached, snatching yo-yos out of midair like
a gecko snagging his breakfast. It is impressive to be-
hold, especially if you've never witnessed it before.

Mitch Silver, tournament organizer and owner of
Fairview skill toy superstore YoYoSam, is hoping for
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increased visibility for this Yo-Yo Slam
by introducing a more TV-friendly
format. At Yo-Yo Slam, we buck the
[National Yo-Yo Association] system in
favor of presentation and viewership ...
It turned the community upside down -
some people are very angry about this.
But a couple years from now, it should
be the premier format for yo-yo compe-
tition.”

Why are yo-yo vets so wound up
about Yo-Yo Slam? First of all, there will
be live scoring and feedback from the
judges, so both players and viewers can
track their progress and evaluate their
chances in real-time. In traditional yo-
yo contests, no one knows the results
until the very end. The second and per-
haps most radical departure from the
norm is the addition of audience voting
to the final round. The spectator vote
is of equal weight to each of the three
judges at 25 percent, which “heightens
the drama and challenges players to
ham it up and play to the audience.”

Pressure, fates hanging tenuously by
a string — this has been the cornerstone
of human entertainment for millennia,
particularly since the advent of reality
television. The structure and construc-
tion of the yo-yo has received several
tweaks over time, especially within the
past 30 years or so. In the early 80's, the
Yomega Brain was released, featuring
a revolutionary clutch-driven auto-re-

turn system. The clutch grabs the string
as the yo-yo spins down, returning it to
the player. This helped cultivate an en-
tire generation of new players because
it is more forgiving to novices. The ma-
terials yo-yos are formed from have
likewise been upgraded, with top-flight
versions containing up to 75 percent
aircraft-grade aluminum and costing
upwards of $200 (Silver has done his
part to make aluminum yoy-os more
affordable with his Yoyo Zeekio brand
and Skill Toy Supply wholesaler).

The constitution of the competitor
remains a constant, however. “The
competition circuit is — well, competi-
tive,” says Silver. ‘It can be intimidating
[for beginners].” He doesn't expect more
than 55 yo-yoers to turn out for the
tourney, approximately 35 profession-
als and another 20 amateurs. Past au-
diences have numbered about 200, but
he is positive that the new format will
draw bigger crowds — and spawn bigger
shows (via sponsorships) in the future.

What goes around, comes around, so
come on down to the Bayfront Con-
vention Center on November 21st (it's
free, too, so it won't pull on your purse-
strings).

Matt Swanseger can be reached at
mswanseger@eriereader.com. You can
follow him on Twitter @SwazzySwagga
or read his blog at squanderoza.com.
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Erie's Only Hot
Power Yoga Studio

YOUR FIRST CLASS IS

FREE

Discounts for Students, Seniors & Veterans

VOgaRrie

Located in the Colony Plaza
2560 West 8th Street, Erie PA 16505

814-520-6998

www.yogaerie.com

ERIE PHILHARMONIC

HOLIDAY TOU
OF HOMES ™ =

Saturday, November 4. from Tlam to 4 pm

Sunday. November 15, from Noon to 4 pm.

Follow the holly trail and take a seff-guided tour of beautiful

homes professionally decorated for the holiday season

814/455-1375 | EriePhilorg/Home Tour

A4B. B F. Fields
VY’ Moving & Storage
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Werner Books is a locally
owned new and used bookstore
located in Erie, PA.

— STORE HOURS —
Monday - Friday:
10 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday: 10 am - 4 pm
Closed Sundays

wernerbooks2@yahoo.com
www.wernerbooks.com

3514 Liberty Street, Liberty Plaza, Erie, PA 16508

731 W 8th St {@Lmerty) Erie, PA
814-456-1313 www.ufipax.com
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**NO GOVER EXCEPT
SPECIAL EVENTS**

FRI 11713

RODGER MONTGOMERY

BLUES BAND

[FREE]

SAT 11/14

THE MALLETT BROTHERS BAND
[FREE]

FRI 11720

INTREPID TRAVELERS

[FREE]

SAT 11/21

DOWNSTAIRS: TROPIDELIC

+ HORNITZ

+ UPSTAIRS QWISTER

WED 11/25

THANKSGIVING EVE PARTY
STEVE TROHOSKE'S ART GROUPIES
[FREE]

FRI 11727

VIBE & DIRECT

[FREE]

SAT 11/28

THIS AMERICAN SONG
[FREE]

SAT 12/5

DOWNSTAIRS: DRIFTWOOD
+ TYLER SMILO
UPSTAIRS: BOOTLEGGERS
BIBLE CLUB

+ THE HORNITZ

AFTER PARTIES IN UPSTAIRS

LOUNGE W/

*%* SAT
+ TYLER SMILO

DEC

PRE & AFTER PARTIES IN UPSTAIRS

LOUNGE W/
MUSIC 10PM MATTYB’S
EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT!

Grab your gear and get here! o 10pm
No Cover « Drink Specials » Open 8pm

MUSIC AT 10PM-NO COVER EXCEPT SPECIAL EVENTS

FREE POOL, SHUFFLEBOARD & GAMES ALWAYS!!!

1921 Peach St. Erie Pa+Private Parties Availablec MEMBERS & GUESTS
Contact: kingsrookclub76@gmail.com & find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/kingsrookclub
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Special Olympics Pennsylvania hosts Polar Plunge

Party at Beach 7 November 21!

By: Mary Birdsong

ou read that right. The first ever Po-

lar Bear Plunge will rock Beach 7 as
heartier souls take to the water, while
the rest of us watch in horror and ad-
miration.

Why, oh why? Because Special Olym-
pics Pennsylvania (SOPA) needs your
help raising funds to support athletes
and their local programs. According to
Jessica Kury, Special Events Manager
for SOPA, everything the organization
provides, from travel to equipment, is
free to the athletes. And the athletes
don't just compete once per year, says
Kury. “They practice and compete all
year long and attend multiple sporting
events and competitions.”

Kury is anticipating 250 to 300 plung-
ing participants and a total of 350 to
450 total attendees, including specta-
tors. “We are rounding the bend to 200
at this time and there [is] still [time] left
to register.”

Signing up to plunge can be done in
two ways: Individually or as a team.
There is a $50 minimum donation per
plunger. Interested? Visit at www.
plungepa.org to register yourself or a
team.

Not sure you want to commit without
a few details about the requirements?
Here's the good news: Plungers can go
in as far (or not far) as they wish. You
are not required to stay in for any par-
ticular length of time. “Typically people
run in and out,” says Kury. The event is
more about having fun and being silly
than about the plunge itself. “It's an en-
ergetic and fun environment that any-
one can participate in. You don't need to
train for it and you don't have to have a
special talent or equipment to partici-
pate.”

DORI

Not interested in plunging but still
want to support the cause? You can vis-
it the website and support a registered
plunger. Or, you can become a “Too
Chicken” sponsor by yourself, or put
together a “Too Chicken” Team. Incen-
tive merchandise for a wide variety of
donation levels is available online.

Whether you are watching or plung-
ing, Special Olympics have an array
of activities to keep you amused and
warm in Plunge Town, as they're calling
it. Sheetz will be on hand with free cof-
fee and hot chocolate, which you can
sip while grooving to the soulful rock
of The Vendettas or the up-and-coming
M4, an Erie band named the 2015 Tri-C
High School Rock Off winner earlier
this year at the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame.

Food vendors will be available, but
they encourage tailgating, so bring your
own food, too (no ‘open containers” or
open flames). Pitch a tent to stave off
chilly winds, but be sure to come out of
it to watch the ice carving demonstra-
tion and enjoy juggler extraordinaire,
Geoff Bach.

Action Shots of Erie will be on hand
to photograph the brave plungers and
will make available on-site a wide range
of products from photos to photo gift
items ranging in price from $8 to $25.
Mementos will also be available online
after the event.

Whichever way you decide to partic-
ipate, this event supports more than
18,000 athletes with intellectual disabil-
ities across the state. Very cool.

Registration 9:00 to 11:30 a.m., plunge at
Noon // Beach 7, Presque Isle State Park //
$50 minimum donation to plunge; free to
spectators // plungepa.org
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Ellis Looks Back to See Forward

Local artist selected to screen film on immigration

By: Ben Speggen

e can often trace our roots to it.

That single point at the tip of
the funnel that served as the gateway
to independence, opportunity, and a
land of the free and home of the brave.
Where dreamers could dream, makers
could make, and doers could stare out
at the horizon bearing witness to plen-
teous potential. For many, Ellis Island
was the chamber through which the
old world passed into new.

Captured in a narrative, short film,
Ellis explores immigration with Acad-
emy Award Winner Robert De Niro at
the center, Academy Award Winner
Eric Roth behind the words, and re-
nowned anonymous French artist JR
guiding the direction. Thanks to local
artist Michael Engro, the film will be
screened at the Erie Art Museum at
6:45 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 11, with a
ticket price of $5.

“I have followed the artist JR and his
large-scale collaborations for about ten
years now,” Engro said. “JR posted an
open call on Instagram to host screen-
ings nationwide, and I jumped on it ..
and was selected to host a screening in
Erie.”

JR's UNFRAMED art installations de-
picting immigrants and their stories
populate an abandoned Ellis Island
Hospital complex that serves as the
setting for the “forgotten story of the
immigrants who build America,” the
film's description reads. “It is the story
of the ghosts of our country’s past, the
individuals who fled poverty, discrimi-
nation, and dictatorships for a chance
at a new life.” The film's dark images
augur similar struggles endured by
New Americans and capture challeng-
es faced by immigrants throughout
the world seeking something better

somewhere else.

“As an artist, I'm honored to be able to
share an important work by one of my
favorite artists with my hometown,”
said Engro, whose own ancestors
passed through Ellis Island on their
way from Italy to America. “I spent a
lot of time doing street art in Phila-
delphia, and JR is arguably one of the
top five most influential street artists
on the planet. JR and his works regu-
larly influence my own artwork. I hope

Captured in a narrative,
short film, Ellis explores
immigration with Academy
Award Winner Robert De
Niro at the center, Academy
Award Winner Eric Roth
behind the words, and
renowned anonymous
French artist JR guiding the
direction.

to create art on the giant scale that
he does with my own works someday
soon.”

Engro, along with Erie Mural Arts
partner Tom Ski, will conduct a live
mural during and after the screening,
as part of fulfilling the mission behind
these nationwide screenings to be “cre-
atively implemented” and provide “an
opportunity for conversation on immi-
gration today.”

Ben Speggen can be contacted
at bSpeggen@ErieReader.
com, and you can follow him
on Twitter @BenSpeggen.
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PANACEE

SALON 5 PA

01 WEST 12TH STREET ERIE, PA 16505 B14.838.3333

kne|b entistry

www.kneibdentistry.com

3325 W.26th Street
Erie, PA
814.838.6354

)

Brianne Kneib, RDH . ‘ .

General Dentistry
Dental Implants
Cosmetic Dentistry

Braces
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HIND YOUR PLACE AT £U

For so many Edinboro students, one visit was all jt took

to know they had found the university perfect for them.,
Now it’s your turn.

Visit us on campus or online, and see why more than
65,000 alumni have built the foundations of their
success with an exceptional EU education.

SAVE THE DATE

Y EDINBORO

4 Em JNIVERSITY /
%:ﬂﬂ E \'\&L‘Qghunse Excellence. Choose Edinboro. | 888-8GO-BORO | edinhnrﬁ.aaduﬂ;:::h ,;.’?'
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CONNECT for the Community

Exploring Erie’s east side opportunity

By: Ben Speggen

ay east side to some-
Sone in Erie and cer-

tain images, phras-
es, and descriptions rush
to mind. “Opportunity,’
“potential,” and “develop-
ment” are chief amongst
the responses for the folks
behind a recently installed
exhibition at the Erie Art
Museum.

Spread corner to cor-
ner (even with details
sprawled out on the floor),
CONNECT: Grassroots Ef-
forts to Reshape Our Com-
munity currently occupies
the Hagen and Katzwinkel
Galleries. The exhibit’s de-
scription is stirring, yet
poignant and worthy of a
slow, careful read:

The bones of this city are
still beautiful, but major
arteries have been severed.
Violence and hopelessness
prevail in communities
cut off from financial, ed-
ucational, environmental,
and aesthetic resources.
This exhibit examines the
health of the whole city
through several visionary
projects that seek to diag-
nose its ailments, propos-
ing a treatment plan that
takes into consideration
the people most dfflicted.
Let's come together — con-
nect, communicate, and
collaborate on a solution
to make Erie great.

CONNECT will be up un-
til Jan. 10, 2016. The last
CONNECT for the Com-
munity Event, however,
where attendees will look
at the projects and plans
in this exhibit and then
gather for a facilitated dis-
cussion on how they con-
nect to the Erie communi-
ty, will be held at the Erie
Art Museum on Sunday,
Nov.15 at 2 p.m.

There, Chris Magoc, a
Mercyhurst University

history professor, will
join with the Sisters of
St. Joseph East to ignite
dialogue through the ar-
chitectural history of east
Erie.

Erie  politicians are
weighing in, too. The
“Lake Erie Quadrangle”
proposed by County Exec-
utive Kathy Dahlkemper
explores the establish-
ment of a federally desig-
nated marine sanctuary
to protect the more than
one-hundred shipwrecks
that populate Presque Isle

The City-County
collaborative
energy between
architect and

City Councilman
Dave Brennan and
County Councilman
Jay Breneman
aims to convert the
former 19th Street
railroad tracks into
a green-space to
serve as a walkway,
a bikeway, and an
overall welcome
alternative to the
overgrown and
neglected brush
blighting it now.

Bay and Lake Erie, snaking
along New York, Pennsyl-
vania, and Ohio.

The City-County collab-
orative energy between
architect and City Coun-
cilman Dave Brennan and
County Councilman Jay
Breneman aims to convert
the former 19th Street rail-
road tracks into a green-
space to serve as a walk-
way, a bikeway, and an
overall welcome alterna-
tive to the overgrown and
neglected brush blighting
it now.

Also on the east side, the
East Avenue Task Force,
spearheaded by City Coun-
cilman Bob Merski, targets
—you guessed it — East Av-
enue, to revitalize an area
wracked by gun crimes.

There's a 24-hour youth
center concept (Steve
DeAngelo Arrington Com-
munity Center, champi-
oned by City Councilwom-
an Sonya Arrington); a
novel aquaponics facility
to be built at the Joyce A.
Savocchio Business Park
(headed by the Urban Erie
Community Development
Corporations Gary Hor-
ton); and a Civitas-led ini-
tiative to steer the future
of the McBride Viaduct
from demolition to repur-
posing.

The Jefferson Alliance
for Community Prog-
ress illustrates a vision to
connect the east side to
Presque Isle with an un-
derground tunnel, while
Bike Erie seeks to expand
the existing path hugging
the Bayfront Parkway to
a twenty-mile urban trail.
And Ross Schlemmer and
Kim Powell showcase nar-
rative-based artworks that
map out how Erie sees its
reflection in the mirror of
art.

In all, there's a lot to see —
and even more to consider.
What's greater yet is the
opportunity for interac-
tion. After all, productive,
open dialogue spurred
by art at a community
meeting that's free and
open to the public seems
like a damned fine way to
spend a Sunday afternoon,
and chart out the future
of a region still ripe with
dreamers and doers.

Ben Speggen can be
contacted at bSpeggen@
ErieReader.com, and
you can follow him on
Twitter @ BenSpeggen.

Kindred Spirits

Conversation and Book Reading with Sister Joan
Chittister at the new Studio at St. Mary's on Nov. 18

ure, pets are family mem-
bers, but can they also be
spiritual guides? Sister Joan
Chittister thinks so. Shelll ex-
plain why in a discussion and
reading of her latest book,
Two Dogs and a Parrot: What
Our Animal Friends Can Teach
Us About Life, at the newly
formed writing Studio at St.
Mary'’s, located in the former
St. Mary's elementary school.
Two Dogs and a Parrot re-
lates the relationships Chittis-
ter had with the dogs Duffy
and Danny, and a parrot, Lady.
Each story is a relatable tale in
which she learns profound life
lessons beyond the simple nar-
rative of a minor event.
Chittister writes, “animals
drew me out of myself and

Left, Benedictine
Sister Joan Chittister,
voted “Best Resident”
inthe Reader’s Best
of Erie Awards, now
turns her writer's eye
towards the human
connection with
animals.

made me aware of
another whole level
of what it means to
be alive. They gave
me a much broad-
er vision than it
would have been if
I had shaped it for
myself.."

The event will also include
excerpts from the new biog-
raphy of Chittister, Joan Chit-
tister: from Certainty to Faith,
written by Tom Roberts.

Light refreshments will be
provided and several of Chit-
tister's other books will be
available for purchase and
signing.

Reservations are appreciated,
and should be made by calling
459.9224 or sending an email
to Sister Mary Ellen Plumb at
maryellenosbi@yahoo.com by
Now. 16. — Mary Birdsong
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5to 6:30 p.m. // The Studio
At St. Mary’s, 310 East
10th St., use parking lot
entrance // 459.9224

Free Office Space
Contest for Veterans

Renaissance Centre, LTD
is giving away free office
space (including utilities) for
one year. Owner Tom Kenne-
dy wants to give back to those
who have served our country
by helping a business - new
or existing. Up to 2,000 square
feet of space will be given to
the winner. Kennedy stated,
“Given the amazing response
and success of our contest last
year to support small business,
we wanted to do something
even more special this year,
and decided it would be great
to serve veterans and their
families who would benefit
from a hand up in their busi-

ness.” Veteran-owned busi-
nesses are an underserved
segment of the economy, and
when Kennedy looked back
on his own experience in the
Navy and how much it helped
him in his business, it seemed
like a natural fit to make vet-
erans the focus of this year's
office giveaway.

To enter, go to Renaissan-
ceErie.com and submit a para-
graph stating how free office
space would benefit you and
your business. You will then
be contacted to schedule a tour
of the building. U.S. veterans,
those who served, as well as
spouses and children are eligi-
ble. A panel of judges unrelat-
ed to Renaissance Centre will
choose the winner.

November 11, 2015

ErieReader.com | Erie Reader | 35



CULTURE / FEATURE
Geeked Out

Thanksgiving board game recommendations for conflict-free family
contests.

By: John Lindvay

hanksgiving is fast approach-

I ing and it's high time I share
some kick-ass board games to

play on my favorite holiday. Board
games are the perfect post-turkey di-
gestif. Classics like Scrabble and Mo-
nopoly work fine to bring loved ones
together, but allow me to suggest
some other top-notch games that
won't have you cursing at your sib-
ling for stacking hotels on Park Place.

Carcassonne and Ticket to Ride are
both German-style board games that
have achieved popularity outside Eu-
rope.

So what is a German-style (or Eu-
ropean-style) board game, exactly?
Where American classics like Mo-
nopoly often heavily rely on random
dice rolls and chance, German-style
games emphasize player interaction
throughout the game with a small el-
ement of chance to keep things fresh.

Carcassonne is one of those great
games often held next to Settlers of
Catan, which has been referred to as
“the game of our time.” Carcassonne
won the Spiel des Jahres (Game of the
Year) in 2001. Thematically, the game
is based on the French medieval forti-
fied town, Carcassonne. Players build
up the village by placing tiles. On a

turn, a player blindly selects a tile and
then must connect it to existing tiles
on the board, ensuring that the edges
match. A farm edge must match an-
other farm, and roads must connect
to other roads. The game is complete
once all the tiles are placed.

Placing tiles provides that same sat-
isfaction as piecing together a puzzle.
But in Carcassonne, there is an add-
ed layer of strategy revolving around
placing followers — or “Meeples” as
they are affectionately called — on
farms, roads, and cities. After all tiles
are placed, players receive points for
the areas their followers inhabit, and
for the number of tiles they've con-
tributed to each farm, road, or city.

What I love about this game is its
layer of personal strategy. Trying to
work against other players isn't as
valuable as focusing on your own
play. This removes some of the an-
tagonistic practices that board games
are notorious for. Carcassonne shares
qualities with dominos or jigsaw puz-
zles, but with modest strategy. It's
often referred to as a great “gateway
game” to the growing world of table-
top.

Ticket to Ride is another Spiel des
Jahres winner. The games board
shows train lines on various conti-
nents, depending on which version
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German-style board games like
Carcassonne and Ticket to Ride emphasize
player interaction with a small element of
chance to keep things fresh.

youre playing. The American ver-
sion’s train routes cross the continen-
tal U.S. Players draw a hand of cards
depicting colored train cars. Routes
between cities can be constructed by
players drawing up a set of match-
ing colored train cars that equal the
same distance between cities. For
instance, the route between Chicago
and Detroit might be three cars long,
so matching three of any color allows
a player to place her train on that
route and claim it. The game is over
once one player’s trains are all placed,
and then players tally scores to find a
winner.

Ticket to Ride shares many of the
same principles I love in Carcas-
sonne: The gameplay is strategic, but
individual players have very limit-
ed actions per turn. This keeps the

Trying to work against
other players isn't as
valuable as focusing
on your own play. This
removes some of the
antagonistic practices
that board games are
notorious for.

game moving and prevents that one
relative from taking forever. (Serious-
ly, those people are the worst!) Both
games allow for some aggressive
play, but make it hard to be that guy
or gal who is out to screw everyone
else over; it's much better to focus on
your own goals. This allows the board
game to become a context for conver-
sation over the dinner table after en-
joying a mighty feast.

John Lindvay can be contacted
at jLindvay@ErieReader.

com, and you can follow him
on Twitter @Fightstrife.

[Cont. from page17] place can we
stand and say “Thisis us"? It's almost as
if our economy's gutting by corporate
downsizing and outsourcing in the 90s
and the apprehension and further ca-
lamity created by the Great Fuckery of
2008 have turned us into a collective
teenager: gangly, unsure, and plagued
by an almost-hormonal desperation
for identity, a point made previously in
the Reader by Jim Wertz.

And this reversion to primordial form
is, on balance, an entirely enviable
place in which to be, because it means
that we are now positioned to decide
finally and for ourselves to become
whatever we want.

What is Hope, or Sunsets Don't Save
Lives (Thanks, Johann)

In order to own who and what we are,
we must first make certain determina-
tions.

About six years ago, an old industri-
al space on the east side was removed
so that the property owner could save
money on the improved-property tax-
es he annually paid, a loss to the city of
almost $100,000 per year. Though the
details are lost to memory, one thing
remains sharp: when asked about the
loss of the much-needed vyearly in-
come, a council member — or some
other kind of politician — said that
the deficit represented a hit to Erie’s al-
ready-fraught circumstances but that
we ought to continue to hope for im-
provement, as if to say — like Dickens’
foolishly hopeful character Micawber
— "Something will turn up.” In this
case, what does his suggestion mean?

Nothing, actually. It's just words. It's
useless, other than as a sound bite.

Our Eyes Are in Wrong

Most people think of hope as simply
an optimistic attitude or good wish for
the future. And to a large extent that
is the case. However, positive thinking
does little good when the issue one fac-
es is forward progress. One can hold
out as much hope as possible, but with-
out action, nothing actually happens.
Erie should at this time not be casting
its bread upon the waters of the world,
as the politician seemed to suggest,
but should re-frame hope. That is, we
ought to begin to see hope as the prod-
uct of a well-lived past. Hope, in reality,
is what one gets when that well-lived
past allows one to look forward to the
successful repetition of desirable and
useful patterns: todays which will im-
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prove because of a solid foundation of
yesterdays.

So regarding these actions — owning
ourselves, growing up, and so on —
what can we do?

Don't Keep Erie Weird — Rather,
Make Erie Weird

Let's conduct a thought experiment.
For our touchstone, we will take a
type of periodical which has appeared
in book stores in the past few years:
post-apocalyptic  survival  guides,
magazines which are designed to sell
high-quality survival gear such as
rip-stop fabric jackets, paracord, tor-
toise-shell backpacks, machetes, tacti-
cal boots, and so on. The covers of these
magazines and the adverts therein are
very telling of the mindset to which
they are meant to appeal. A lone pro-
tagonist walks through black rain in
the remains of an urban area brought
to waste by social, economic, and en-
vironmental collapse, walking well-ca-
parisoned and confidently apart from
unseen terrors in a high-contrast, slick-
as-HD, Mad Max-style movie scene.

Tough, gritty, and self-contained, he is
clearly ready for whatever the waste of
the world can throw at him.
Cinematics aside, contemplating a
collapse of our country or even of the
whole world is not too far of a walk
— even for the most so-
ber-minded among us. Again,
2008 showed us that the eco-
nomically-globalized world is,
for all its power, an intercon-
nected system that privileges
few without consideration to
the vast majority of people
and is tenuously placed, at
that. Peak oil is not far off. En-
vironmental issues abound,
and large corporations oper-
ate with virtual impunity on
the principle that everything
can and should be owned.
In fact, economic architects
Geithner and Bernanke were
given executive-level posi-
tions in the government in-
stead of jail sentences, and so
far four of Hillary Clinton’s
campaign’s top ten contrib-

BRAD TRIANA

Left: Two faces of the Boston Store Clock tell
two different times. If that's not weird, we
don’t know what is. Below: Erie artists John
Vahanian and David Seitzinger’s whimsical
1978 piece Nimbus invites Erie Art Museum
visitors to keep looking up.

utors are banks who precipitated the
global economic collapse in 2008. Here,
we hear that Erie is dead or at least dy-
ing and some of us are looking ahead
to relatively dark times, the ultimate
outcome of which might resemble the
inside of those post-apocalyptic maga-
zines.

Consider this, however: between
where we are now and where the hys-
teria of those magazines points us,
hundreds of things will have to hap-
pen. The future is not etched in mar-
ble, monolithic. Let us pretend for a
moment that the dire reality of one of
those magazines has in fact material-
ized, though.

Living in that reality and looking
backward, what would we wish we
had done? Living in that reality and
trying to survive, what would we then
do? Re-localize the economy? Why not.
Change our ideas about what consti-
tutes “work?” Sure. Maintain indoor,
urban gardening in unused spaces? Of
course. Build and rely upon wind and
solar power? The grid is no more, so
yes. Re-fit roadways for foot, bike, or
even horse traffic? Indeed. Grow hemp
against federal law for use as fuel and
textiles? What federal law?

One could easily go on to list any
number of things that, in such circum-
stances, we ought to have done or will
need to do. So, the question is this: Why
not simply do all of those things now?

As the philosopher Griffith indicated
in one of his inspirational tags, no one
is watching us. We are on our own and
are able to do whatever we want to. We
can do as a city what the poet Rilke
suggested Kappus do as a creative per-
son when asked how to proceed as an
artist: go within and act from our own
sense of what is true, without regard to
the customs and mores of larger soci-
ety. “Nobody can advise you and help
you, nobody,” Rilke said. “There is only
one way. Go into yourself.”

There is no such thing as endless, up-
ward economic growth. Even if there
were, we can dismiss it as nothing more
than a tool of control. Contribute to the
progress or you are no longer part of
meaningful society; watch your cred-
it rating, or you won't be able to easily
belong; get that FICO score to at least
‘Above Average”; become eligible — all
of these are little more than carrots
held before the mule of the econo-
my as it currently exists. An economy
which promises endless growth but
does nothing more than deliver mon-
ey where money already existed. No
endless economic growth. There is,
however, no limit to human growth.
The world is as we make it. The world
can be whatever we wish. In this, we
have the power of the Universe: we can
make ideas reality.

So, Make Erie Weird.

Online extra: We've included a
few choice excerpts from Richard
Boler’s 1982 Showcase piece that
just may have started the whole
“Keep ___ Weird” phenomenon.
Check them out at eriereader.com.
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Local “Super Fans” make it easier to face the snowy months ahead.

By: James R. LeCorchick

ith college basketball under-
way already, it's time to for-
get football for a bit and take

a look at some hoops. And one of the
first things I think of is the reappear-
ance of “Super Fans” that help make
this an exciting area for basketball.

This means it's time for Pat Dunn
(Mercyhurst) and Everett Wensel (Gan-
non).

Ilove the passion of this dynamic duo
and it certainly helps me get through
the snowy months ahead. Here are a
couple short bios on our “Super Fans.”

EVERETT WENSEL

AGE: 26

HIGH SCHOOL: Maplewood

COLLEGE: Gannon (2011) undergrad-
uate; (2012) graduate

OCCUPATION: Accountant

This fanatic laughed as he explained,
“I have always been for the teams of
the schools I attended. I went to Ma-
plewood High School where I was the
manager of the football team.” You
could feel the passion as he added, ‘Tl
never forget the day we beat Union
City in football, ending our 33-game
losing streak.”

That passion transferred to Gannon
University when Wensel moved north
as he is now a fan of all Gannon sports,
and in attendance at many of the con-
tests home and away. And that’s not
easy, considering he lives in Rouseville.
So, actually, away games are some-
times easier for him to get to than
home games. But that doesn't stop him
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from trekking to the Hammermill Cen-
ter in blizzard-like conditions where he
is a fixture — with his face painted - for
hoops.

He pointed out that he was in the
stands for several Golden Knight soc-
cer games this season and it's no sur-
prise to see him show up for any event
that has a GU team competing — home
or away. ‘I just love these games,” he
explained.

When asked about some memorable
moments from his college alma mater,
Wensel said, “The year the women's
basketball team had a 37-1 record was
great, but watching them fail to hold
on to an 18-point lead in the national
semi-finals was extremly painful.”

The game was played in Missouri and
was Everett there? Of course he was.

Regarding Mercyhurst “Super Fan’
Pat Dunn, GU booster Wensel com-
mented, “I know him. Hes their one
loyal fan. He's really a good guy. We
have a lot of fun before Gannon and
Mercyhurst games, and we text back
and forth before them.”

PAT DUNN

AGE: 64

HIGH SCHOOL: Academy

COLLEGE: Mercyhurst (1979)
OCCUPATION: Employed at Lord
Corporation

The “big fella” sitting in the front row
at Mercyhurst games, showing off his
trademark over-the-head clap, is Pat
Dunn, a 1978 MU graduate. Some op-
posing fans find him irritating and ob-
noxious, while I find him passionate,
entertaining, and enjoyable.

Think what you want, but nothing is
going to change Dunn's fervor for Lak-
er athletics.

While in high school, Dunn was on
the Lions’ bowling team and he told
me, “I used to go the football and bas-
ketball games, but my interest level
was not the same as for Mercyhurst
sports.”

When asked if he knew exactly when
he developed his love for Hurst athlet-
ics, he quickly answered, “1983! That
was the year my daughter was born.”

While admitting basketball “is [his]
favorite sport,” he did point out that
a couple of his favorite MU moments
came off the hardwood. He fondly re-

members Richard Stokes scoring five
touchdowns against rival Gannon in a
win and also a Thursday night thriller
at Edinboro University when the Lak-
ers emerged victorious after the Fight-
ing Scots missed a couple of golden op-
portunities to claim the win late.

One of his favorite hoops memories
came just last season when the Lak-
ers garnered an NCAA bid. “This was
really special,” he explained. “After all

I love the passion of
this dynamic duo and
it certainly helps me
get through the snowy
months ahead.

these years of waiting, and being so
close many times, it was a thrill to see
Coach Manchell and his team get the
selection.

“Coach promised this when he first
took the job and he delivered.”

Dunn also enjoys the effort of base-
ball coach Joe Spano and his squad.

However, with all the successes he
has witnessed on the playing fields,
he is extremely proud that he was pre-
sented the Sister Damien Spirit Award
in 2009. He explained, “There was no
bigger fan than Sister Damien. I will
never forget her passion for Mercy-
hurst and I can still see her showing
up at the games with a cow bell in one
hand and holy water in the other.”

Regarding his colleague at Gannon,
Dunn says, “Everett is absolutely ter-
rific. We hit it off right away and it has
made this great rivalry even more fun.”

And you don't have to be a Gannon

Left: Gannon “Super Fan” Everett Wensel's
now-famous countenance after a loss;
Above right: Pat Dunn, Wensel's “colleague”
at Mercyhurst, in the midst of his trademark
over-the-head clap.

or Mercyhurst fan to enjoy the excite-
ment created by the “Super Fans.”

Congratulations to Mercyhurst Uni-
versity's men's hockey coach Rick Got-
kin, one of the all-time nice guys in Erie
sports. The Laker boss picked up his
500th win recently when the Lakers
defeated The Air Force Academy.

And good luck finding someone who
doesn't have something nice to say
about Coach Gotkin.

It's time to get serious as high school
football playoffs are set to get under-
way. After a solid season of pigskin
picks, it's time to clean the slate and
start selecting anew.

HIGH SCHOOL PLAYOFFS
Sharpsville 45 Maplewood 12
West Middlesex 22 Iroquois 20
Farrell 48 Eisenhower 14
Wilmington 21 Cambridge Springs 20
Sharon 26 Harbor Creek 20
Greenville 26 Fort LeBoeuf 22
Hickory 34 North East 20
Fairview 28 Slippery Rock 18
Conneaut 49 East 14

Central Tech 42 Franklin 34
Cathedral Prep 35 Meadville 21
McDowell 31 General McLane 20

James R. LeCorchick can be
contacted at JRLSportsReport@
gmail.com, and you can follow
him on Twitter @JRLSports.
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Erie.."see whal everyone is talking ahout! | 1
You have a NEW opportunity in Erie
for medical career training!

——————————————————————————————————————————

Medical Assisting A
Phlebotomy ‘
Medical Billing & Coding /
Medical Records Technician !
Medical Assisting Technician ,,’
ERIE’S ONLY PHLEBOTOMY 4

TRAINING INSTITUTE 2

Accepting transfer
students... bring
your transcripts
for review

———————————————————————————

;/ FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE TO

il THOSE WHO QUALIFY
/ DAYCARE ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
Institute of Medical and Business Careers ,’I 4-day Schedule
5617 West 26 Street Erie, PA 16506 /I Morning, afternoon, evening schedul
814.208.4933 | imc.edu 4 GRADUATE JOB PLACEMENT
4 CONSUMER INFORMATION: IMC.EDU

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------I.---—-----—-----—-----—_——_——_——_——_——_——_——_.

ALLIED HEALTH CAREERS START HERE.




GET IN YOUR GAME!

His (S Hers

SNOWMOBILE

FRIDAY A i
NOVEMBER 6, 13 AND 20! Q_He_ﬂ
4pm - 10pm e

Earn one free entry each Friday you play November 2 - November 20 One
bonus entry for every 500 points earned each Friday

Frae Play Winners up to $100 every 30 minutes from 4pm-9:30pm!

Find the Lucky Key at 10pm and take home Two Snowmobiles with a Trailer!

Pick a non-winning key and get $500 Cash!

STEAKHOUSE

See Guaest Services for Dotalls

H Y 50%[":':(? 65 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT"

DRINK SPECIALS, * APPETIZERS IN NOVEMBER
' \

._ —P CLUBHOUSE
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS » 5PM TO 7PM

FRIDAYS AT BPM - SATURDAYS AT 3PM
FEATURING LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

NOVEMBER 15 NOVEMBER 21

RIS ks gk |

NOVEMBER 14 - Geeks Unplugged ; NOVEMBER 14 NOVEMBER 27
NOVEMBER 20 - Chris Mathers Dk
NOVEMBER 21 - Division Street Machine {Unp[ugged)@ Q. :H;. NOVEMBER 20 NOVEMBER 28
NOVEMBER 27 - Mid-Life Crisis (Unplugged) g g e T

NOVEMBER 28 - Saxsation & G e

presque isle

If You or Someone You Know

n 1-90 Exit 27, Erie PA downs & CaS|n0 Has a Gambling Problem,

presqueisledowns.com e T e Help is Available.
1.866.ERIE.FUN Call 1-800-GAMBLER.



